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Heritage  Auctions  presents: 

THE  SHOSHANA  COLLECTION:  ANCIENT  COINS  OF  JUDEA 


Roman  Empire.  Nerva  (96-98  CE).  Orichalcum  sestertius.  Roman  Empire.  Vesposion  (69-79  CE).  Oricbolcum  sestertius. 

The  greatest-known  private  collection  of  ancient  Jewish  coins, 
spanning  1,100  years,  from  circa  500  BCE  to  600  CE  including: 


Bor  Kochba  War  (133-135  CE). 
Lorge  bronze  'Abu  Jora'  of  Year  1 . 


Roman  Empire.  Divus  Vespasian 

(after  79  CE).  Gold  oureus. 


The  Jewish  War  (66-70  CE). 
Silver  quarter-shekel  of  yeor  1 . 


The  most  extensive  offering  of  coins  from  the  Jewish  War 
and  the  Bar  Kochba  uprising  ever  brought  to  public  auction. 


A phenomenal  selection  of  high-quality  "City  Coins" 
struck  under  Imperial  rule  in  Judaea,  Samaria,  and  Phoenicia. 

♦ 

A remarkable  offering  of  "Philistian"  and  "Yehud" 
silver  coins  struck  in  the  Persian  and  Hellenistic  periods. 

♦ 

A major  selection  of  bronze  and  silver  coins  from 
Ya'akov  Meshorer's  book  The  Coinage  of  Aelia  Capitolina. 

♦ 

A comprehensive  selection  of  bronzes  struck 
under  the  Hasmonean  and  Herodian  dynasties, 
including  many  great  rarities. 


Roman  Empire.  Titus  os  Coesor 

(69-79  CE).  Gold  Aureus. 


The  Jewish  Wor  (66-70  CE). 
Silver  holf-shekel  of  Year 


The  Jewish  War  (66-70  CE). 
Silver  "prototype"shekel  of  Yeor 


Bar  Kochba  War  (133-1 35  CE). 
Silver  sela  doted  Yeor  I. 


Painstakingly  assembled  over  a 30-year  period, 
the  Shoshana  Collection  includes  coins  with  pedigrees  from  many  legendary 
collections,  including  Bromberg,  Hunt,  and  Meshorer.  More  than  1 ,800  coins,  with  auction  estimates 
ranging  from  $200  to  $750,000  per  coin,  are  scheduled  for  auction  at  Heritage  in  March  2012.  The  first 
and  most  important  catalog  will  be  available  in  February,  201  2.  The  scope,  breadth  and  qualify  of  this 
collection  are  without  precedent  in  the  Judean  field.  For  collectors  of  Judean  and  Biblical-related  coinages, 

an  opportunity  like  this  comes  only  once  a century! 


For  more  information  contact:  David  Michaels 

DMichaels@HA.com 


Director,  Ancient  Coins 
HA. com/3003 


310-492-8615 


Free  catalog  and  The  Collector's  Handbook  (S65  value)  for  new  clients.  Please  submit  auction  invoices  of  SI  000  + in  this  category, 
from  any  source.  Include  your  contact  information  and  mail  to  Heritage,  fox  214-409-1425,  email  catalogorders@HA.com, 

or  call  866-835-3243.  For  more  details,  go  to  HA.com/FCO. 
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3500  Maple  Avenue  | Dallas,  Texas  7 5 2 1 9 | 800-872-6467  | HA.com 


DALLAS  | NEW  YORK  | BEVERLYHILLS  | SAN  FRANCISCO  | PARIS  | GENEVA 

NYC  Auctioneer  licenses:  Somuel  Foose  0952360;  Robert  Korver  1096338;  Kathleen  Guzman  0762165;  Michael  J.  Sadler  1304630;  Andrea  Voss  1320558  | This  auction  is  subject  to  o 15%  buyer's  premium.  22736 
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Great  beginnings  and  passages 


For  the  first  time  in  more 
than  five  years,  my  wife  and  1 
returned  to  my  home  town — 

New  York  City — at  the  end  of 
October.  Our  second  day  there 
saw  the  worst  October  snow 
storm  in  over  50  years — but 
it  was  kind  of  fun,  as  long  as 
I didn’t  have  to  drive.  Aside 
from  visiting  many  museums 
and  seeing  a couple  of  Broad- 
way shows,  the  trip’s  high- 
lights were  seeing  friends.  We 
chatted  with  and  were  kindly  taken  out  to 
eat  by  AINA  board  member  Josh  Prottas 
as  well  as  Paul  Kahane  and  Irvin  Black, 
who  we  became  good  friends  with  on  the 
last  AINA  trip  to  Israel.  But  perhaps  my 
fondest  memory  was  a reunion 
with  one  of  the  chief  architects 
of  AINA  and  one  of  my  closest 
friends — Nat  Sobel. 

Nat  Sobel  was  the  first  editor  of  The 
Shekel,  as  well  as  the  designer  of  the 
AINA  logo  and  the  distinctive  font  for 
The  Shekel  nameplate.  It  was  Nat  who 
originally  invited  me  to  join  the  Board 
of  Directors  and  to  contribute  articles  to 
The  Shekel,  even  though  I was  far  off  in 
California.  And  the  rest,  as  they  say,  is 
history.  Nat  Sobel  also  went  on  to  found 
the  hugely  successful  Brooklyn  Israel 
Numismatic  Society  and  to  create  many 
handsome  Judaic  medals  that  are  now 
highly  collectible. 

My  thanks  to  Nat  for  all  of  the  work  he 
did  in  making  AINA  a success.  And  my 
special  thanks  for  Nat  and  his  wife  Elea- 
nor for  making  the  long  schlep  in  from 


Long  Beach  to  Manhattan  on  a rather 
cold  day. 

It  is  sad  to  report  the  passing  of  two  old 
friends — the  pioneer  Israel  coin  dealer 
Carl  Rosenblum  (father  of  dealer  Bill 
Rosenblum)  at  the  age  of  94  and  Judaica 


collector  Manfred  Anson  at  the  age  of  89, 
who  is  best  known  as  the  designer  of  the 
Statue  of  Liberty  Menorah  (more  about 
Manfred  in  the  next  issue  of  The  Shekel). 

Lastly,  I want  to  thank  AINA  member 
Jeff  Eidelman  for  sending  me  a 2008 
2-zloty  coin  from  Poland  commemorat- 
ing the  65th  Anniversary  of  the  Warsaw 
Ghetto  Uprising.  I hope  to  write  up  this 
story  along  with  stories  on  similar  coins 
issued  by  Poland  in  recent  years. 

I wish  you  good  collecting  and  great 
friendships, 

Ali 


PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
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Photograph  by  Esther  Wacks 


Treasurer’s  Comments: 


Even  though  1 am  now  nearing  the 
halfway  point  of  the  dues  processing, 
and  I know  I mention  this  every  year 
at  this  time,  there  are  still  a large  num- 
ber of  members  who  either  submit 
their  address  changes  long  after  they 
have  moved  or  never  at  all,  and  then 
wonder  why  they  haven’t  received 
their  Shekels  in  the  mail  and/or  their 
annual  membership  medal,  etc. 

Please,  please,  if  you  have  moved, 
or  when  you  plan  on  going  to  your 
“summer”  and/or  “winter”  home, 
please  send  your  change  of  address  to 
me  sooner  than  later.  Do  not  anticipate 
that  I automatically  know  that  you 
have  changed  your  address;  it  would 
be  greatly  appreciated. 

And  speaking  of  membership  dues, 
please  remember  that  giving  an  AINA 
membership  as  a gift  is  a great  way  to 
remember  a family  member  or  friend 
on  behalf  of  their  birthday,  Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah,  etc. 

We  have  quite  a number  of  “gifted” 
memberships  and  our  junior  mem- 
bership renewals  remain  at  $10.  And 
most  importantly,  for  a period  of  time, 


the  first  year  of  membership  for  a new 
junior  is  free,  funds  having  been  pro- 
vided by  an  anonymous  organization. 

And  for  the  information  you  are 
all  waiting  for,  the  annual  AINA 
membership  medals  will  be  mailed  to 
paid-up  members  beginning  mid  to 
late  January. 

Regarding  my  Profile  series.  This 
year,  2012,  marks  the  eighth  year  of 
my  writing  these  member-stories  and 
the  favorable  comments  received  are 
more  than  appreciated.  I encourage 
those  that  I have  written  to,  but  have 
never  heard  back  from,  to  reconsider 
“telling  your  story.”  Or,  if  you  are  a 
member  whom  I have  not  yet  contact- 
ed about  asking  if  you  want  your  story 
told,  please  let  me  know  via  e-mail: 
(dancinazdonna@yahoo.com). 

Remember,  everyone  has  a story  to 
tell,  everyone  is  a story.  There  is  soon 
coming  a point  in  time,  and  probably 
later  this  year,  when  I will  have  no  one 
else  to  write  about. 

Remember  these  words?  Be  well, 
be  happy  . . . 

DJS 


“Jonah”  wins  coin  of  the  year 

Israel’s  2010  2 new  sheqalim  silver 


coin  has  won  the  2012  Coin  of  the 
Year  award  from  Krause  Publications. 
The  contest  judged  95  coins  in  10 
categories  minted  worldwide  in  the 
annual  contest.  The  coin  was  issued 
by  the  Bank  of  Israel  and  is  mar- 
keted by  the  Israel  Coins  and  Medals 
Corporation.  Gideon  Keich  designed 
the  reverse  with  Jonah  and  the  whale, 
Aharon  Shevo  the  obverse.  Mintage 
was  2,800  in  .925  silver  Proof,  on  a 


planchet  38.7  millimeters  in  diameter 
and  weighing  28.8  grams.  “Jonah  in 
the  Whale”  also  won  first  place  in  the 
“Most  Artistic”  category,  nu 
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AUCTIONEERS 


JANUARY'  29  - FEBRUARY  1 . 20  1 2 
PRE-LONG  BEACH  AUCTION 


Julius  Caesar 
c.  44  BC 

AR  Denarius  Ch  VF 


Roman  Republic 
269-266  BC. 
AR  Didrachm  EF 


Mysia,  Cyzicus  Egypt,  Ptolemy  IV 
500-300  BC.  222-205  BC. 

Electrum  Stater  EF  Gold  Octadrachm  EF 


Augustus  c 14-12  BC.  Augustus  and  Livia  Agrippa  c.  12  BC 
Gold  Aureus  c.  14  AD  AE  As 

Superb  AE  32  mm  EF  EF 


Octavian,  as 
Imperator  31-27  BC 
AR  Denarius  EF 


Hadrian  c.  117  AD  Antonius  Pius  Faustina 

(DIVUS  Trajan)  c.  151-152  AD  c 141  AD 

Gold  Aureus  EF  Gold  Aureus  Superb  Gold  Aureus  Superb 


Nero  C.  58-59  AD 
Gold  Aureus  EF 


Magnus  Maximus  385-387  AD 
Struck  in  London 
Gold  Solidus  EF 


Constantine  I as 
FILIUS  AUGUSTORUM 
308-310  AD 
Gold  Aureus  EF 


Constantine  II  355-357 
AD  Gold  Solidus 
Superb 


Catalogue  Available  January  i,  2012  S 1 5 US  I $40  Int. 
Or  view  it  free  online:  www.goldbergcoins.com 
1 1400  W.  Olympic  Blvd.  #800  Los  Angeles,  CA  90064 
310-551-2646  ph  I 310-551-2626  fx  I 800-978-2646 
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Henry  VIII  medals 
speak  volumes  with 
Hebrew  inscriptions 


Power  of  language  evident  centuries 
after  England’s  banishment  of  Jews 

By  Mel  Wacks 


Philip  Attwood’s  paper  “The 
Medallic  Tradition  - What 
is  it?”  (Medailles  2010,  FI- 
DEM  XXXI  Art  Medal  World  Con- 
gress), indicates  that  “The  [1545] 
medal  commemorating  Henry 
VIII’s  supremacy  over  the  church  is 
generally  said  to  be  the  first  English 
medal  with  any  claim  to  being  of- 
ficial ...  it  is  thought  to  be  the  work 
of  Henry  Basse.  Basse  ...  was  chief 
engraver  at  the  mint  in  London 
and  responsible  for  Henry’s  coin- 
age.” In  the  same  article,  Attwood 
quotes  John  Evelyn:  “The  medal  of 
Henry  VII I’s  supremacy  over  the 
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church  is  reproduced  and  praised  as 
‘truly  Remarkable’”  ( Numismata . 

A discourse  of  medals,  ancient  and 
modem,  1697). 

On  a 54-millimeter  gold  medal  in 
the  collection  of  The  British  Mu- 
seum, King  Henry  VIII  is  shown 
wearing  a jewelled  cap,  ermine  robe 
and  jewelled  collar. 

There  are  only  a few  surviving 
examples  in  gold,  with  other  ex- 
amples in  the  National  Maritime 
Museum,  Greenwich  and  the  Ash- 
molean  Museum  of  Art  and  Archae- 
ology, Oxford.  Specimens  are  also 

Continued 
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Images  courtesy 
The  British  Museum 
A 54-millimeter  diameter  gold  medal 
in  The  British  Museum  features  one 
of  the  longest  Hebrew  inscriptions  of 
any  known  medal.  The  king  is  shown 
with  a jewelled  cap  and  ermine  robe 
and  jewelled  collar. 


Continued 

known  in  silver. 

Indeed,  this  medal  features  one 
of  the  longest  Hebrew  inscriptions 
to  appear  on  any  coin  or  medal. 

The  Latin  inscription  on  the  ob- 
verse, surrounding  the  portrait, 

reads:  HENRICVS  . OCTA  . ANGLIAE 
. FRANCI . ET  . fflB  . REX  . FIDEI . 
DEFENSOR  . ET  . IN  . TERR  . ECCLE 
. ANGLI . ET  . HIBE  . SVB  . CHRIST  . 

CAPVT  . SVPREMVN  {Henry  VIII, 
King  of  England,  France,  and 
Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and 
under  Christ  the  supreme  head  on 
earth  of  the  church  of  England  and 


Ireland). 

This  inscription  is  translated  into 
Hebrew  and  Greek  on  the  reverse 
— which  are,  according  to  The 
British  Museum,  “the  other  two 
languages  of  the  Bible,  to  affirm 
the  legitimacy  of  Henry’s  appoint- 
ment.” 

If  you  are  wondering  how  they 
translated  Christ  into  Hebrew,  it’s 
“nw&”  (Moshiach)  — which  is  more 
or  less  what  the  Greek  Christos 
means  (the  anointed  one).  In  the 
Greek  inscription,  Christ  is  spelled 
“XPirm.” 
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Continued  on  Page  8 


A Golden  Opportunity 

Pure  Gold  Coins  from 
the  Holy  Land 


^ the|  1 1 1 since 

laM  H ICMC  - SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL  1958 


www.israelmint.com 


V.'.iZf  >-Jy? 


ISRAEL 


iSRAEI 


www.israelmint.com 


1 oz.  fine  gold  .9999 
Limited  Mintage:  3,600 


The  Western  Wall 

The  2nd  Israeli  Bullion 
Issued  by  the  Bank  of  Israel 


THE  HOLY  LAND  MINT 

ICMC  - ISRAEL  COINS  & MEDALS  CORP 
SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL 


since 

1958 


www.israelmint.conn  / (+972)-4-82 12807 


Henry  viii  breaks  with  Rome  in  1534 

tfr  P O'  \ 

%*  yftw.cp  r a ^ « r * * ™ '<  fil‘rc *"'’  *»  ?l«»»w»w  fd»n.m#  Pirr«wtrf4Mr*Ui&r/WA»- 

'AS£ttZ  s * fW  ^^..fr*.*^**,*  *\.j***4W*rf-* ^w,^-fi.*,(Jrft^.,^,.lt 

W VJ*|;>»' P tifa  ?9-r  f w W** '*•»  '^<1  '••■0,>«yn<f : 4„f-,' tKcfrtuK  •„  0,pm$  e,  .K*  J 

?*&'**'  ■ tfe^.v,  .«nV  M»- £,,  (k,,^ ,'„„|U„|.<- focftf ,tu< ,*,/},«  4j&. ;,  ,^1K3- A 4„ j; j3 ,'  ^ ^ i . 

<“$<•  <«,,,*  «m^-«,t\r»jK3'n  (.'&><  >f^Vj<^<-i(^' ,!',,,£.  „,#•  ] 

%»**■>'  ySu.W.(U<-  Miiftwtw-  yjw&gu-  *,«,}<lx*'wm*ytxi-  p^i.j,-  *&&*$,**  to'tfeft.a  Ay»at  .^ai...^ 

*f  •W*“  *n-**-*Wnwi  fi»*  iCy*CC  4aff^  fMff7j 

t*»«  .oly.K  tc^prr^pv  |fvy,,c  rtiflr<flW,* 

cfM(t,,^t«-rt1f3  oi«...y(iia  i4,tt  ao<n<|  tfa-k  i&>£-fr*,i  u,4<ki  ^.r..ilT  H.,rt«iv  o:  ...i^m'?..  ^ irnl.v  • Ct^^lF»v-C<- 

':'l<:  I''l4f?--  w:|'rtf?  |</*lir,K'^  »\*  « •“«<?)?  uufk-tvib  pCipifi  jf  W™i  v \,vJ tft • 01  f|<<tp \jp( «)««'•  f u ^f|ifh)'|<ftv,l<n'  rtir#/?*  i$j’W!i£ ji.^ 
,-f  IV"  p\(lfc  NW'di.S  t| dn«J« HV frf * .'f  tW  [Jlfiui'liirfifi jf< 1 mjhW  fJvrm"  U*S»v"  fS^-pnc-  rfiiilPiriP  • pj,'p[ipiii*ii  ,>:  SiiW  oWipj  tVil'pVW  t&SKJ 

l»  UV  L'  lut  'T^'ltI)|<du“|t(jV"  k_  111  .Jiii^ii  Jslf.'p£,1.'Y  <1?  Jllei'ni  .hkflWj.  *4/(11  tkun  lajviii  Hpl  p rinftlfttfi."  pfidtlk'lMl  pj’jT  (Wit ' 

-•ft  jtilmii  / * ■»  /»/  f'  « ro  r. 


Image  courtesy  National  Archives,  UK 

The  text  of  the  1534  Act  of  Supremacy  justifies  Henry  VIII’s  placement  as  the  “ supreme 
head  of  in  earth  of  the  Church  of  England ” and  also  requires  English  citizens  to  take  an 
oath  of  loyalty,  recognizing  the  king’s  marriage  to  Anne  Boleyn. 


Continued 

1534  ACT  OF  SUPREMACY 

The  1534  Act  of  Supremacy 
established  the  Church  of  England; 
here  are  its  opening  words,  with 
modernized  spelling  as  adapted 
from  www.tudorplace.com.ar: 

“Albeit,  the  King’s  Majesty  justly 
and  rightfully  is  and  oweth  to  be 
the  supreme  head  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  so  is  recognised 
by  the  clergy  of  this  realm  in  their 
Convocations;  yet  nevertheless  for 
corroboration  and  confirmation 
thereof,  and  for  increase  of  virtue  in 
Christ’s  religion  within  this  realm 
of  England,  and  to  repress  and 
extirp  all  errors,  heresies  and  other 
enormities  and  abuses  heretofore 
used  in  the  same,  Be  it  enacted  by 
authority  of  this  present  Parliament 
that  the  King  our  sovereign  lord, 
his  heirs  and  successors  kings  of 


this  realm,  shall  be  taken,  accepted 
and  reputed  the  only  supreme  head 
in  earth  of  the  Church  of  England 
called  Anglicana  Ecclesia,  and  shall 
have  and  enjoy  annexed  and  united 
to  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm 
as  well  the  title  and  style  thereof, 
as  all  honours,  dignities,  preemi- 
nences, jurisdictions,  privileges, 
authorities,  immunities,  profits  and 
commodities,  to  the  said  dignity  of 
supreme  head  of  the  same  Church 
belonging  and  appertaining.” 

The  reason  for  this  dramatic  break 
with  Rome  was  the  failure  both  of 
Catherine  to  produce  a male  heir  to 
the  throne  - as  well  as  Henry  VlII’s 
personal  quest  for  a divorce  (plus 
his  passion  for  Anne  Boleyn). 

According  to  the  Encyclopedia 
Britannica,  the  1534  Act  of  Su- 
premacy also  required  “an  oath  of 
loyalty  from  English  subjects  that 

Continued 
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1290  BANISHMENT  DID  NOT  CRUSH  HEBREW 
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Images  courtesy  The  British  Museum. 
A silver  medal,  58.5  mm  in  diameter  and  weighing  50.32  grams,  issued  for  the  corona- 
tion of  the  “Boy  King’’  Edward  VI,  who  reigned  from  1547  to  1553.  This  medal  became 
part  of  the  numismatic  collection  of  King  George  III  ( reigned  1 760  to  1820). 


A contemporary  cameo  of  Henry  VIII  and 
his  son  Edward,  the  future  “Boy  King.  ” 


Continued 

recognized  his  marriage  to  Anne 
Boleyn.” 

The  presence  of  Hebrew  on  the 
medal  leads  one  to  wonder  who 
supplied  the  Hebrew  text  that  ap- 
pears on  this  medal. 

All  Jews  were  expelled  from  Eng- 
land in  1290.  Aside  from  a small 
number  of  Jews  who  were  permit- 
ted to  sell  their  properties  first,  most 


were  only  allowed  to  take  what  they 
could  carry.  From  then  until  1655, 
there  is  virtually  no  official  record 
of  Jews  in  England. 

A long  Hebrew  inscription  again 
appeared  on  the  first  coronation 
medal  produced  in  England  - com- 
memorating the  coronation  of 
the  English  boy  king  Edward  VI 
(reigned  1547  to  1553).  Edward  VI, 
the  son  of  Henry  VIII  and  his  third 
wife  Jane  Seymour,  was  crowned 
on  20  February  1546  at  age  10. 

The  Latin  inscription  around  the 
king’s  image  translates  as  “ Edward 
VI  by  the  grace  of  god  King  of  Eng- 
land, France  and  Ireland,  defender 
of  the  faith  and  the  supreme  head 
on  earth  of  the  Church  of  England 
and  Ireland,  crowned  20  February 
1546  at  the  age  of  ten  years)' 

The  same  inscription  appears  in 
Greek  and  Hebrew  on  the  back. 

Continued 
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Henry’s  young  heir  gains  throne 


Hugh  Latimer,  center  left,  preaching  to  King  Edward  VI  of  England,  at  far  left 
in  window,  in  a woodcut  by  an  unknown  artist  in  “ John  Foxe ’s  Acts  and  Monu- 
ments, ” also  known  as  “Foxe ’s  English  Martyrs,  ’’published  in  1563. 


Continued 

Silver  medals — with  a portrait  of 
the  young  Edward  VI — and  Latin, 
Hebrew  and  Greek  inscriptions 
were  also  produced  for  the  corona- 
tion. 

In  a sermon  delivered  by  court 
preacher  Hugh  Latimer  before  King 
Edward  the  Sixth  on  March  15, 
1549,  Latimer  said: 

“King  David  . . . was  a king  in  his 
second  childhood.  And  so  young 
kings,  though  they  be  children,  yet 
are  they  kings  notwithstanding.  And 
though  it  be  written  in  scripture,  Vce 
tibi,  O terra,  ubi  puer  est  rex,  “Woe 
to  thee,  O land,  where  the  king  is 


but  a child;”  it  followeth  in  another 
place,  Beata  terra  ubi  rex  nobilis , 
“Blessed  is  the  land  where  there  is 
a noble  king.  What  people  are  they 
that  say,  “The  king  is  but  a child?” 
Have  we  not  a noble  king? 

Was  there  ever  king  so  noble;  so 
godly;  brought  up  with  so  noble 
counsellors;  so  excellent  and  well 
learned  schoolmasters? 

I will  tell  you  this,  and  I speak  it 
even  as  I think:  his  Majesty  hath 
more  godly  wit  and  understanding, 
more  learning  and  knowledge  at 
this  age,  than  twenty  of  his  progeni- 
tors, that  I could  name,  had  at  any 

Continued 
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Messages  of  medals  endure 


King  Henry  VIII  was  a complex  man  and  a powerful  king  whose  sway  over  England  even 
after  his  death  can  be  seen  clearly  in  several  magnificent  coronation  medals  created  for 
his  sole  male  heir,  the  future  “Boy  King”  Edward  VI.  Edward’s  mother  was  Jane  Seymour 
and  public  grief  over  death  just  a few  days  after  giving  birth  to  Edward  was  lost  in  the 
widespread  celebration  over  the  birth  of  a future  King  of  England.  Shown  above  at  left,  a 
61  mm  gold  medal  celebrating  the  coronation  of  Edward  VI  in  1549. 


Continued 

time  of  their  life.” 

Alas,  young  Edward  VI,  son 
of  Henry  VIII,  did  not  live  long 
enough  to  see  adulthood  or  fulfill 
the  inherent  promise  alluded  to 
in  preacher  Latimer’s  coronation 
speech.  Five  years  after  gaining  the 


throne,  Edward  VI  died  at  age  15. 
Always  a frail  child,  yet  one  who 
learned  Latin,  Greek  and  French, 
his  cause  of  death  is  uncertain; 
perhaps  it  was  tuberculosis,  perhaps 
it  was  bronchopneumonia.  Perhaps 
the  Boy  King  was  poisoned.  No  one 
knows  for  certain,  nu 
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1663: 


Famed  diarist 
visits  London 
synagogue 


Ubiquitous  Pepys 
observes,  writes 
of  historic  visit 


BY  MARVIN  TAMEANKO 

Samuel  Pepys  (pronounced 
Pipes,  Peeps  or  Papes), 
1633  to  1703,  was  a 
famous  English  diarist  who,  from 
1660  to  1669,  documented  life 
and  events  in  London  during  the 
Restoration  period.  His  diary  is 
the  prime  source  for  informa- 
tion about  the  Great  Plague,  the 
Second  Dutch  War,  and  the  Great 
Fire  of  London.  Pepys  was  an 
influential  man,  a member  of  Par- 
liament and  the  Chief  Secretary  to 


A contemporary  painting  of  Sam  uel  Pepys 
by  John  Closterman  in  the  National 
Portrait  Gallery  in  London. 


the  Admiralty  where  he  initiated 
many  of  the  reforms  that  made  the 
British  navy  into  a professional 
military  force. 

Pepys  was  also  a cultivated  man 

Continued 
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Images  courtesy  Classical  Numismatics  Group/ cngcoins.com 
An  English  silver  "penny”  of  William  I,  the  Conqueror  ( ruled  1066  to  1087  Common 
Era),  of  the  Bonnet  type  with  facing  portrait.  Jews  first  came  to  England  with  him. 


Continued 

who  wrote  songs,  played  several 
instruments,  appreciated  theater 
plays,  good  food,  and  he  enjoyed 
church  sermons,  the  intellectual 
lectures  of  his  day.  His  diary  is 
full  of  details  about  everyday 
life  in  London  and  reading  it  is 
enjoyable  even  today.  An  interest- 
ing entry,  dated  Oct.  14,  1663, 
recorded  Pepys’  visit  to  a London 
synagogue,  the  first  such  place  of 
worship  established  after  the  Jews 
were  re-admitted  to  England  by 
Oliver  Cromwell  in  1656. 

Jews  first  arrived  in  England  in 
1066  (Common  Era)  with  William 
I,  the  Conqueror,  the  Duke  of 
Normandy. 

These  were  French  Jews,  bank- 
ers from  the  city  of  Rouen,  who 
were  William’s  financiers.  Jews 
had  lived  in  France  (Gaul)  since 
the  Roman  era  of  the  First  century 
CE;  and  in  later  years,  limited 
to  money  lending  careers,  had 


become  successful  bankers. 

William  I invited  the  Jews  to 
come  to  England  to  reorganize 
the  economy  and  set  up  a taxation 
system  and,  under  William’s  sons 
and  successors,  the  Jews  thrived. 

During  the  reign  of  King  Rich- 
ard I (ruled  1189  to  1199),  per- 
haps stimulated  by  the  fervor  of 
the  Crusades,  anti-Jewish  feelings 
in  England  increased  and  they 
were  oppressed  and  persecuted. 
Finally  in  1290,  King  Edward  I 
(ruled  1272  to  1307),  expelled 
all  the  Jews  from  England  and 
their  money  lending  services  were 
taken  over  by  Christian  bankers 
imported  from  Italy,  the  foremost 
commercial  nation  in  those  years. 

Three  hundred  years  later, 

Queen  Elizabeth  I (1588  to  1603), 
permitted  some  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  families  of  converted 
Jews  or  perhaps  “marranos” 
(converted  Jews  who  still  secretly 

Continued 
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Edward  I expels  )ews  in  1290 


Images  courtesy  Classical  Numismatics  Group/ cngcoins.com 
An  English  silver  penny  of  Edward  /,  ( ruled  1272  to  1307),  struck  in  London.  The  Lon- 
don mint  mark,  a rose,  is  on  the  breas  of  Edward’s  portrait. 


Continued 

practiced  their  religion)  to  settle 
in  England. 

Queen  Elizabeth’s  personal 
physician,  Rodrigo  Lopez,  a Por- 
tuguese converted  Jew,  who  may 
or  may  not  have  been  a marrano, 
was  later  falsely  accused  of  being 
involved  in  a plot  to  assassinate 
the  queen  and  was  executed. 

Historians  have  noted  that 
several  families  of  Portuguese 
and  Spanish  marranos,  led  by  a 
wealthy  merchant  named  Antonio 
Fernandez  Carvajal,  were  liv- 
ing in  London  during  the  reign 
of  King  Charles  I (ruled  1625 
to  1649).  After  the  Civil  War, 
Charles  I was  beheaded  and  the 
Puritans,  led  by  Oliver  Cromwell 
the  “Lord  Protector,”  established 
a Commonwealth  in  England. 

In  1656  Cromwell,  after  nego- 
tiations with  rabbi  Manasseh  Ben 


Israel,  permitted  some  Jews  of 
Amsterdam  to  relocate  to  England 
and  establish  commercial  and 
financial  businesses. 

These  Dutch  Jews  were  the 
descendants  of  the  Jews  who  had 
been  exiled  from  Spain  in  1492 
and  Portugal  in  1497.  They  flour- 
ished in  the  tolerant  Netherlands 
and  became  a part  of  the  business 
elite,  even  serving  as  directors  of 
the  Dutch  East  India  Company, 
one  of  the  most  prestigious  and 
wealthiest  of  companies  conduct- 
ing business  all  over  the  world. 

The  Amsterdam  Jews  who  came 
to  England  were  wealthy  and 
influential  people  and  they  were 
tolerated  by  the  Puritans  in  Eng- 
land who  granted  them  freedom 
of  worship. 

In  1656,  the  Jews  organized  a 
community  in  London,  rented  a 

Continued 
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Charles  II  earns  respect,  prayer 


Images  courtesy  Stack  ’s/legacy,  stacks,  com 


A 1658  machine-struck  silver  Crown  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  the  “Lord  Protector’’  who  ruled 
from  1649  to  1660,  showing  his  portrait  in  the  imitative  style  of  a Roman  emperor. 


Continued 

house  in  Creechurch  Lane  near 
Bury  Street  to  use  as  a synagogue, 
and  purchased  a piece  of  land 
for  a cemetery.  The  Creechurch 
Lane  house  was  believed  by  some 
historians  to  have  been  the  resi- 
dence of  a marrano  rabbi  named 
Moses  Israel  Athias,  a cousin  of 
Antonio  Fernandez  Carvajal,  who 
had  come  from  Portugal  some 
years  before  the  Amsterdam  Jews 
arrived. 

After  the  Commonwealth  was 
dissolved  and  the  Stuart  monar- 
chy restored  in  1660,  the  secular 
and  church  authorities  in  London 
attempted  to  suppress  the  Jew- 
ish community  but  the  new  king, 
Charles  II  (ruled  1660  to  1685), 
personally  intervened  on  their 
behalf  and  protected  the  Jews  in 
1664.  Later,  in  1685,  the  king 
confirmed  the  freedom  of  wor- 


ship granted  the  Jews  under  the 
Commonwealth,  which  basically 


LONDON'S  JEWS 
NEVER  FORGOT 

Charles  I i s ac- 
tions ON  THEIR 
behalf.  They 

ADDED  A PRAYER 
FOR  THE  KING 
IN  THEIR  SYNA- 
GOGUE  SERVICES.7 


granted  the  community  de  facto 
recognition. 

Charles  II’s  policies  may  have 
been  influenced  by  Fernando 
Mendes,  a marrano  and  the  per- 
sonal physician  of  his  Portuguese 
wife,  Catherine  of  Braganza. 

Continued 
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Gold  guineas  portray  Charles  1 1 


Images  courtesy  Classical  Numismatics  Group/www.  cngcoins.com 
A 1668  milled  gold  guinea  of  King  Charles  II  has  a detailed  portrait  of  the  monarch 
who  earned  long-lasting  loyalty  of  England’s  Jews.  Note  the  image  of  an  elephant  be- 
low the  monarch ’s  obverse  portrait;  the  elephant  symbolizes  the  gold’s  African  origin. 


Continued 

The  London  Jews  never  for- 
got Charles  II’s  actions  on  their 
behalf,  became  his  most  loyal 
subjects,  and  included  a prayer 
for  the  king  in  their  synagogue 
services. 

This  custom  survived  the  ages 
and  many  synagogues  in  Great 
British  and  the  Commonwealth 
countries  offered  a prayer  for 
the  reigning  monarch  until  very 
recently  when  it  was  changed  to  a 
prayer  for  the  king  and  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  best  numismatic  portrait 
of  Charles  II  appears  on  his  gold 
coins,  worth  20  shillings,  called 
“guineas.”  The  name  derives  from 
the  Guinea  coast  of  Africa,  where 
the  gold  was  mined.  Guineas  were 
milled  coins,  made  by  machines 
beginning  in  1662,  to  replace  the 


older,  cruder,  hand-hammered 
coinage.  The  gold  was  brought  to 
England  by  the  Africa  Company, 
a royal  charter  company,  whose 
badge  was  an  elephant  and  castle, 
and  to  identify  the  coin,  the  im- 
age of  an  elephant  was  engraved 
below  the  king’s  bust. 

The  Creechurch  Lane  syna- 
gogue, serving  a mixed  Span- 
ish and  Portuguese  community, 
followed  the  Sephardic  rites  and 
traditions,  and  probably  had  an 
impressive,  even  exotic,  interior 
because  it  attracted  several  curi- 
ous Christians  who  recorded  their 
impressions  of  the  building  and 
the  Jews  at  worship. 

This  building  was  renovated 
in  1674  and  then  a new  house  of 
worship,  the  Bevis  Marks  syna- 
gogue, was  built  nearby  in  1701. 

Continued 
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ACCOUNT  ACCURATE,  BUT  UNINFORMED 


A painting  of  Jews  worshipping  contemporary  to  the  visit  ofPepys  in  1663.  Painting  by 
Maurycy  Gottlieb,  in  the  Tel  Aviv  Museum  of  Art.  Above  right,  a Paul  Vincze  1959  silver 
medal  of  the  Bevis  synagogue  in  London.  ( Photo  by  Mel  Wacks) 


Continued 

This  famous  synagogue  is  still 
used  today,  and  has  been  declared 
an  historical  monument  in  Lon- 
don. A plaque  commemorating 
the  original  Creechurch  Lane 
synagogue  has  been  placed  on  the 
wall  of  the  Cunard  Building  near 
Bury  Street  to  mark  the  approxi- 
mate location  of  the  house. 

On  Saturday,  Oct.  14,  1663, 
Pepys,  his  wife  and  a companion, 
a Mr.  Rawlinsons,  paid  a visit  to 
the  Creechurch  Lane  synagogue. 
In  his  diary  Pepys  said  that  the 
men  and  boys  wore  “Vayles,” 
(veils),  meaning  prayer  shawls, 
“Talit”  in  Hebrew.  He  probably 
mistook  the  shawls  for  veils  be- 
cause some  of  the  men  wore  them 
covering  their  heads. 


Pepys  remarked  that,  when  put- 
ting on  the  shawls,  the  men  “said 
something,”  (a  blessing),  and  that 
“everyone  around  them  hearing  it 
said  Amen.”  He  also  noticed  that 
the  men  kissed  the  fringes  of  their 
prayer  shawls. 

Furthermore,  Pepys  noted  that 
the  women  of  the  congregation 
sat  aside,  separated  by  a “lettice” 
(lattice  screen),  and  “out  of  sight 
of  the  males.” 

In  his  diary,  Pepys  remarked 
that  the  congregation  “bowed  to 
the  press”  (a  book  cupboard  but 
in  this  case  the  Torah  ark)  and 
that  they  “stand  up  and  sit  down” 
at  intervals  in  the  service. 

A keen  observer,  Pepys  was 
very  interested  in  the  procedure 

Continued 
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Traditions  of  1663  remain  today 


Above,  a medal  matching  the  wit  of  Samuel  Pepys  in  a piece  done  by  noted  medal  I ic 
sculptor  Ron  Searle.  Bronze,  71  millimeters,  issued  in  1984  by  the  British  Medal  Society 
in  an  edition  of  just  93  pieces. 


Continued 

of  taking  the  scrolls  of  the  Law 
out  of  the  ark  and  then  “carrying 
them  around  and  around  the  hall, 
singing  and  passing  them  from 
one  man  to  another.”  He  said, 
“everyone  desires  to  have  the  car- 
rying of  it.” 

In  addition,  Pepys  noted  that  the 
service  is  “all  singing  in  Hebrew,” 
and  at  the  end  there  was  a prayer 
for  the  King  in  which  his  name 
Charles  is  pronounced  in  its  Por- 
tuguese version,  Carlos. 

However,  a shocked  Pepys 
added  harsh  words  to  his  diary 
criticizing  the  disorder,  the  talk- 
ing, laughing,  “sporting”  (social- 
izing), the  absence  of  decorum, 
the  lack  of  attention,  and  all  the 
confusion  in  the  service. 

Pepys,  a conservative  Protes- 
tant, did  not  understand  that  a 


synagogue  was  not  a holy  place  of 
worship  or  a House  of  God,  like  a 
church,  but  was  more  like  a secu- 
lar place  of  assembly  where  such 
behavior  was  not  disrespectful. 

Also  Pepys,  steeped  in  the 
Puritan  tradition  of  suppressing 
all  enjoyment,  did  not  realize  that 
the  raucous  behavior  he  witnessed 
was  not,  as  he  said  “ brutish”  and 
“absurd,”  but  only  the  emotional 
release  from  the  drudgery  of  daily 
labor,  the  unrestrained  joy  and  the 
uninhibited  exuberance  that  was 
customarily  displayed  by  Jews  on 
this  happy  Day  of  Rest. 

The  Creechurch  Lane  syna- 
gogue of  1663  was  one  of  the 
models  for  all  the  later  syna- 
gogues in  the  English  speaking 
world  and,  obviously,  nothing  has 
changed  in  the  Sabbath  services 
for  the  past  350  years.  fDJ 
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Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


1850  Franz  Joseph  I official  passport  for  Israel 
Herzl  (24x40  cm).  Sealed  with  signed  revenue 
stamp,  dated  1850.  In  1815,  Austria  emerged 
from  Napoleonic  Wars  as  a powerhouse;  the 
Hapsburgs  returned  to  rule.  This  single-page 
passport  (Reise-Pass)  bears  all  information 
about  Israel  Herzl,  including  name,  character, 
birthplace,  birth  year,  religion,  stature,  hair  color 
etc.  All  signed  by  the  Gov.  & General  Com- 
mander of  the  Serbian  reigion  of  Timis,  western 
Romania  and  Banate,  Southern  Hungary.  Finely 
printed  in  large  format  (about  9x16  inches)  in 
blue  with  a decorative  border.  Document  dated 
1850,  sealed  with  signed  revenue  stamp.  Theo- 
dore (Tivadar/Binyamin  Ze’ev)  Herzl  was  bom 
in  Pest  ( the  other  side  of  Buda  - Hungary ),  his 
family  had  come  from  Zemun  (present  day  Ser- 
bia, by  Belgrade  on  the  Danube).  But  Herzl  was 
a common  name,  so  it  could  be  a relative  or  not. 


Confederate  $500  Sealed  Jewish  Lazar 
Allendale,  S.C.,  Genuine  CSA  $500  note 
in  nice,  evenly  circulated  condition  w/  a 
couple  of  holes  by  the  Treasurer’s  sig- 
nature; split/partially  split  sealed  by  an 
advertising  band  for  Jewish  A.H.  Lazar 

(“THANK  YOU  - IT  COMES  FROM  - CALL 
AGAIN  - IT  MUST  BE  QUALITY  - THE  PLACE 
TO  TRADE  AFTER  ALL  - ALLENDALE,  SC”) 


CALL  OR  E-MAIL  for  PRICING,  etc,  to:  #1,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft  Myers,  FL.  33918 

/(239)-3l 3-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 

LIFE  MEMBERS  of:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 


$500  CSA 
- LAZAR 


& 


Herzl  Passport 


Denmark  Ag 


High  relief  silver  medal  (45 
grams/40mm)  commemorates  50th 
anniversary  of  Danish  Jewish  com- 
munity escape  from  the  clutches  of 
Germans.  Created  by  Danish  artist, 
engraver  and  medalist  Bent  Jensen, 
this  piece  features  a reverse  of  Hol- 
ger  Danske,  a national  hero,  and  an 
obverse  with  Jews  between  the  maps 
of  Denmark  and  Sweden. 

Houghton 

Works  of Art  from 
Houghton  Jews  - 
Hardcover  Christie’s 
London,  8 December 
1994.  Edition  pro- 
vides extensive  infor- 
mation about  Philip 
& Sybil  Sassoon  and 
their  magnificent  holdings.  361pp; 
near  perfect  condition;  no  folds,  nota- 
tions or  markings.  Unopened. 


WORKS  OF  \RT 


HOVGHTON 


LONDON 

l HURSDAY  * DtCLMIlLR  l*wi 


CHRIS!  IPS 


/VI. IN  ./A. 

Marketplace 

The  numismatic  dealers,  companies  and  organizations  listed  below  support  AINA  and  we 
encourage  our  members  to  use  their  services.  Please  mention  that  you  saw  their  ad  in  The 
Shekel  when  you  contact  them.  If  your  company  would  like  to  support  AINA  and  get  new 
clients,  the  cost  for  a Marketplace  ad  is  only  $200  per  year.  The  cost  for  a full-page  ad 
is  just  $750  per  year.  Your  ad  will  be  seen  by  more  than  1,000  readers  six  times  per  year. 
Contact  Mel  Wacks  at  (818)  225-1348  or  send  an  e-mail  to:  ainapresident@gmail.com. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a remarkably  low  cost.  They  are  the 
official  minter  for  AINA  and  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame. 

Contact  Vince  Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800) 
544-6135  and  tell  him  that  you  are  a member  of 
AINA  to  get  a special  deal. 


Holocaust 

medals 


I am  offering  for  sale  part  of 
my  medal  collection  related  to 
the  Holocaust.  These  medals 
are  struck  and  cast  in  bronze, 
privately  issued  from  many 
European  countries. 

If  interested,  please  contact  Sev 
at  520-790-9599,  or  via  e-mail  at: 
Jami442@aol.com. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a bimonthly  journal,  has  a library  available  to  members, 
and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA.  TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor 
the  Ben  Odesser  Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  ‘The  Shekel.”  Dues 
are  $25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U.S.)  Send  to  TAMS,  % Mark  Lighter- 
man, 5224  W.  State  Rd.  46,  No.  408,  Sanford,  FL  32771 . 
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David  Hendin’s  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

BIBLICAL  COINS 

nmi  edition 

|P  aX 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 

' 

the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  • P.O.  Box  805  • Nyack,  NY  10960 

Vim  mti 

V Jwm  V.  IhNit  »•••.»- 

AmphoraCoins@aol.  com 
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GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U.S.  Coins  for  our  three 
major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212  (800)  978-2646  • Fax  (310)  551-2626 
Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  80160-0785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Eax  720-981-5345 
www.rosenblumcoins.com  - bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  judaica  (including  tbe  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 
medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


Commemoratives  International,  Ltd. 

Dealers  in  Israel  Coins,  Banknotes  & Collectibles  since  1947 


Hamden  Center  II 
2321  Whitney  Ave  Suite  505 
Hamden,  CT  06518 
Phone  (203)  230-0221 
Fax  (203)  248-6628 


Visit  our  website: 
WWW.COMMEM.COM 
E-mail: 

coins  @commem.com 


If  you  are  moving , please  send  AINA  your  new  address  so  you 
don ’t  miss  a single  issue  of  The  Shekel ! 

Send  your  new  address  to: 

AINA , PO  Box  20255 
Fountain  Hills , AZ  85269 
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Five  nations  take  note 
of  hallowed  icon 


BY  DR.  KERRY  RODGERS 


Which  building  is  pictured 
on  the  banknotes  of  at 
least  five  nations,  but  today  is  not 
located  in  any  of  them? 

The  answer  should  be  easy.  It 
is  The  Dome  on  the  Rock,  built 
over  a most  holy  site  for  both  Jews 
and  all  Islam,  with  the  Christian 
Church  holding  an  interest  as  well. 

For  Muslims  the  Dome  is  built 
over  the  rock  from  which  Mu- 
hammad supposedly  ascended  to 
Heaven  accompanied  by  the  Angel 
Gabriel. 

For  Jews,  the  same  rock  is  sim- 
ply the  holiest  location  on  Earth. 
During  the  Temple  period  the  rock 
served  as  the  site  of  the  Holy  of 


Holies,  the  sanctuary  entered  only 
by  the  High  Priest. 

To  confound  matters  the  mother 
of  Byzantine  Emperor  Constantine 
built  a chapel  on  the  spot,  calling 
it  the  Church  of  St.  Cyrus  and  St. 
John. 

And  the  next,  more  difficult, 
question  is,  of  course:  Name  the 
five  nations  with  banknotes  car- 
rying images  of  The  Dome  of  the 
Rock. 

A shelter  from  the  weather 

In  brief,  The  Dome  of  the  Rock 
is  an  Islamic  shrine  located  in 
Jerusalem  on  a man-made  platform 
known  to  Muslims  as  al-Haram  al- 

Continued 
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British  mandate  note  the  first 
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Image  courtesy  Spink 

The  British  started  it:  face  of  £1,  P7,  issued  during  the  post  WWI  British  mandate  by  the 
Palestinian  Currency  Board.  A southern  view  of  the  Dome  of  the  Rock  showing  the  Mec- 
ca gate.  In  front  of  the  gate  is  al-Qas,  the  cup,  the  fountain  built  in  709 for  the  faithful  to 
perform  ritual  ablutions  before  prayer  as  ordained  by  the  Qur  ’an.  The  scales  to  weigh 
men ’s  souls  upon  Judgment  Day  will  be  hung  in  the  arcades  at  the  head  of  the  stairs. 


Continued 

Sharif  or  The  Noble  Sanctuary  and 
to  Jews  as  Har  ha’Bayit  or  Temple 
Mount.  The  Dome  was  completed 
in  691  (Common  Era)  making 
it  the  oldest  Islamic  building  in 
the  world.  But  there  is  clearly  a 
lot  more  to  it  than  the  awareness 
the  site  is  one  of  the  most  hotly 
contested  pieces  of  real  estate  on 
earth. 

The  platform  occupies  the  sum- 
mit of  Mount  Moriah  mentioned 
both  in  the  Bible  and  the  Qur’an. 
The  First  Temple  of  the  Israelites 
built  by  Solomon  stood  here  from 
960  to  587  BCE.  So  did  their  Sec- 
ond Temple  from  538  BCE  until  it 
was  destroyed  in  70  CE  during  the 


Romans’  siege  of  Jerusalem.  The 
Romans  subsequently  erected  their 
own  temple  to  Jupiter  above  the 
extensive  summit  platform  con- 
structed by  Herod  the  Great  dur- 
ing his  total  refurbishment  of  the 
Second  Temple. 

Jerusalem  fell  to  the  Rashidun 
Caliphate  army  in  637  during  their 
invasion  of  the  Byzantine  Empire. 
The  Dome  was  erected  between 
685  and  691  on  the  orders  of  Ca- 
liph Abd  al-Malik  ibn  Marwan. 

His  intent  was  to  provide  a place 
for  pilgrims  to  shelter  from  the 
weather  while  visiting  the  hal- 
lowed rock. 

It  was  never  a mosque  although 
it  is  erroneously  referred  to  as 

Continued 
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Enduring  icon  in  ageless  city 


Image  by  Bienchido,  Wikimedia  Commons. 
The  Dome  of  the  Rock,  modern  day.  Even  with  the  skyscrapers  and  high-rise  buildings  in 
the  background,  the  domed  structure  holds  its  own,  testament  perhaps  to  its  architects. 


Continued 

the  Mosque  of  Omar  in  the  Stan- 
dard Catalogue  of  World  Paper 
Money  - and  by  others.  However, 
the  Caliph  wanted  a structure  that 
would  match  the  existing  buildings 
of  other  religions  in  the  ancient 
city.  In  this  he  was  well  served  by 
his  architects. 

The  core  is  an  octagonal  struc- 
ture 177  feet  high.  Its  wooden 
dome  is  72  feet  across  and  mount- 
ed on  a circle  of  16  columns  that 
are  surrounded  by  an  octagonal 
arcade  formed  by  24  additional 
columns.  At  the  time  of  its  erec- 
tion, domes  had  not  yet  become 
a feature  of  Islamic  architecture. 
The  dome  on  the  Mount  was  mod- 
eled after  a Byzantine  martyrium. 
Suleiman  (1494  to  1566)  had  its 


exterior  covered  with  tiles. 

The  eight  outer  walls  are  made 
of  porcelain.  Each  measures  some 
60  feet  across  by  36  feet  high. 

Both  dome  and  exterior  walls  are 
pierced  by  numerous  windows. 

Changing  hands 

The  interior  of  the  dome  is  deco- 
rated with  mosaic,  faience  (glazed 
earthenware)  and  marble  that 
contain  Qur’anic  inscriptions  and  a 
date  of  72  AH  (approximately  691 
to  692  CE). 

When  Jerusalem  fell  to  the 
crusaders  the  Dome  was  given  to 
the  Augustinians  who  converted 
it  into  a church.  Subsequently,  on 
Saladin’s  recapture  of  Jerusalem  in 
1187  the  entire  Haram  was  recon- 
secrated as  a Muslim  sanctuary. 
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ISLAMIC  REPUBLIC  OF;, I RAN 
BANK  MARKAZI  IRAN  ' 


ONE  tTHGU SAN  D RIVALS 


An  identical  vignette,  with  slight  adaptations  for  each,  showing  the  Dome  of  the  Rock 
appears  on  the  backs  of,  at  top,  Iran  1000  rials  ( The  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Paper 
Money  reference  number)  PI 43  (and PI 38;  middle,  Jordan  20  dinars  P27  (and  P32),  and 
bottom  Iraq  250  dinars  P88. 


25 


In  1187,  Saladin 

Continued 

The  cross  atop  of  the  Dome  was 
replaced  by  a golden  crescent  and 
a wooden  screen  erected  about  the 
hallowed  rock  below. 

Extensive  restoration  took  place 
during  the  British  occupation  of 
Palestine  post- World  War  I.  How- 
ever, many  of  those  repairs  were 
destroyed  by  a 1927  earthquake. 

When  the  Mount  came  under 
control  of  Jordan,  post- 1948,  the 
entire  site  underwent  a total  reno- 
vation commencing  in  1955.  In 
1965  the  heavy  lead  sheeting  of  the 
Dome  was  replaced  with  a lighter 
aluminum-bronze  alloy  and  an 
oxidized  copper  finish  provided  by 
Saudi  Arabia’s  King  Ibn  Saud. 

Today’s  golden  exterior  was  do- 
nated by  King  Hussein  of  Jordan. 
The  plating  is  no  more  than  0.0023 
mm  thick  but  176  pounds  of  gold 
was  needed  to  complete  the  job, 
its  sheen  slightly  muted  to  avoid 
blinding  any  passing  tourist. 

And  then  came  the  1967  Six-Day 
War.  By  the  second  day,  the  Mount 
was  in  Israeli  Army  hands  and  the 
Israeli  flag  had  been  raised  over 
the  Dome.  General  Moshe  Dayan 
ordered  it  lowered  and,  to  keep  the 
peace,  vested  the  management  of 
Temple  Mount  in  a religious  trust, 
the  Muslim  Waqf. 

Today  the  site  and  Dome  are 
formally  owned  and  maintained  by 
the  Ministry  of  Awqaf  in  Jordan. 


RECAPTURES  SITE 

Notabilities 

Until  the  mid- 19th  century  non- 
Muslims  were  barred  from  the 
entire  Mount  summit.  When  Mark 
Twain  visited,  he  reported:  “Every- 
where about  the  Mosque  of  Omar 
are  portions  of  pillars,  curiously 
wrought  altars,  and  fragments  of 
elegantly  carved  marble  - precious 
remains  of  Solomon’s  Temple. 
These  have  been  dug  from  all 
depths  in  the  soil  and  rubbish  of 
Mount  Moriah,  and  the  Moslems 
have  always  shown  a disposition 
to  preserve  them  with  the  utmost 
care.” 

Since  1967  non-Muslims  have 
been  allowed  limited  entry  but 
with  no  non-Muslim  prayers 
allowed  on  the  Mount  proper. 

In  2000,  Israeli  Prime  Minister 
Ariel  Sharon  stopped  by.  His  visit 
proved  a little  provocative  and 
generated  some  sustained  Muslim 
rioting.  Subsequently,  non-Mus- 
lims were  forbidden  to  enter  the 
area  until  2006. 

However,  most  Orthodox  rabbis 
regard  entry  to  the  summit  plat- 
form as  a violation  of  Jewish  law. 
This  restriction  is  based  on  the 
belief  that  even  though  the  Temple 
was  destroyed  centuries  ago,  the 
precise  location  of  the  Holy  of 
Holies  is  not  known.  Hence  a 
restriction  is  placed  over  the  entire 
platform. 
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Overtime,  adjustments  in  design 


50  rival  notes  of  Saudi  Arabia  depict 
different  perspectives  of  The  Dome  of  the 
Rock;  above,  left,  note  P24;  above  right, 
note  P35  from  2007).  Frank  van  Tiel  images. 


Continued 

For  those  wanting  to  know  more 
about  the  Dome  and  its  history  try 
Howard  M.  Berlin’s  award  win- 
ning web  site:  http://www.drberlin. 
com/palestine/vignette,  htm 

And  for  those  pondering  the 
countries  that  show  the  Dome 
on  their  notes,  a quick  rummage 
through  the  new  The  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money , 
DVD  produces: 

• Iran,  1000  rials,  PI 38  and  PI 43 
back 

• Iraq,  250  dinars,  P88  back 

• Jordan,  1 dinar,  P10  and  PI 4 
back 

• Jordan,  1 dinar,  PI 8 back 

• Jordan,  20  dinars,  P27  and  P32 
back 

• Jordan,  20  dinars,  P37  back 

• Palestine,  1 pound,  P7  front 

• Saudi  Arabia,  50  riyals,  P24  front 

• Saudi  Arabia,  50  riyals,  P35  front 
They  make  a nice  collection 

The  1982  Iranian  issue  may  well 
be  a consequence  of  the  1979  proc- 


Three  different  views  of  the  Dome  of  the 
Rock  appear  on  the  back  of  Jordan ’s  1 
dinar  P 14  (and  P 10),  1 dinar  P 18,  and  20 
dinars  P3  7. 

lamation  of  a Jerusalem  Day,  or  the 
International  Day  of  Al-Quds,  held 
on  the  last  Friday  of  Ramadan.  It 
is  an  annual  anti-Zionist  occasion 
directed  towards  Israel’s  continuing 
control  of  Jerusalem.  The  Dome  on 
the  Rock,  the  third  most  important 
site  in  Islam,  provides  a potent 
focus,  nn 

This  story  first  appeared  in  Aus- 
tralasian Coin  & Banknote  Magazine 
in  February  2009.  A version  was 
subsequently  published  in  Bank  Note 
Reporter.  Reprinted  with  permision  of 
the  author.  © K.A.  Rodgers  2011 
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JAHF  MEDALS 
HONOR  ELION, 

Greenberg 

By  Mel  Wacks 


The  Jewish- Ameri- 
can Hall  of  Fame 
issued  its  first 
limited  edition  medals  in 
1 969,  and  it  is  currently  the 
producer  of  the  longest  se- 
ries of  art  medals  produced 
in  America.  The  latest 
honoree  is  Gertrude  Elion 
(1918-1999)  who,  in  1988, 


received  the  Nobel  Prize  in  Gertrude  Elion,  whose  medical  research  saved  countless  lives 

and  earned  her  the  1988  Nobel  Prize  in  Medicine,  is  honored 
on  a new  medal  from  the  Jewish  American  Hall  of  Fame. 


Medicine  “for  discoveries 
of  important  principles  for 
drug  treatment,”  together 
with  Dr.  Hitchings,  her  longtime  research 
partner. 

Few  Nobels  have  gone  to  scientists 
working  in  the  drug  industiy  or  those  with- 
out Ph.D.s,  even  fewer  to  women.  Elion 
was  only  the  fifth  female  Nobel  laureate  in 
Medicine,  the  ninth  in  science  in  general. 
In  1 991  she  was  awarded  the  National 
Medal  of  Science  and  became  the  first 
woman  to  be  inducted  into  the  National 
Inventors  Hall  of  Fame. 

The  Gertrude  Elion  medal  was  sculpted 
by  Daniel  Altshuler.  The  reverse  pictures 
Dr.  Elion  receiving  the  Nobel  Prize  in 
Medicine  from  Carl  XVI  Gustaf,  King  of 
Sweden. 

Gertrude  Elion’s  exceptional  accom- 
plishments over  the  course  of  her  long 


career  as  a chemist  include  the  develop- 
ment of  the  first  chemotherapy  for  child- 
hood leukemia,  the  immunosuppressant 
that  made  organ  transplantation  possible, 
the  first  effective  anti-viral  medication,  and 
treatments  for  lupus,  hepatitis,  arthritis, 
gout,  and  other  diseases.  With  her  research 
partner,  George  Hitchings,  she  revolution- 
ized the  way  drugs  were  developed,  and 
her  efforts  have  saved  or  improved  the 
lives  of  countless  individuals. 

Gertrude  Belle  Elion  was  bom  in  New 
York  City  on  Jan.  23, 1918.  Soon  after 
graduating  from  high  school,  young  Ger- 
trude watched  her  beloved  grandfather  die 
painfully  of  stomach  cancer,  and  decid- 
ing “nobody  should  suffer  that  much,” 
she  dedicated  herself  to  finding  a cure  for 

Continued 
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cancer.  In  1937,  at  the  age  of  19,  Elion 
graduated  from  Hunter  College  summa 
cum  laude  and  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  four 
years  later  received  her  Master’s  Degree. 
Many  years  later,  she  created  a scholar- 
ship at  Hunter  College  for  female  graduate 
students  in  chemistry. 

In  June  1944,  Elion  was  hired  by  Dr. 
George  Hitching  of  Burroughs  Wellcome 
(now  GlaxoSmithKline),  the  pharmaceu- 
tical company.  Elion  was  intrigued  by 
Hitchings’  research  project;  and  he  was 
impressed  by  the  young  woman’s  intel- 
ligence and  energy.  Over  the  next  decades, 
the  Hitchings-Elion  partnership  proved 
immensely  fruitful. 

In  1964,  Gertrude  Elion  received  a call 
from  George  Mandell  of  George  Wash- 
ington University,  who  said,  “The  kind 
of  work  you’re  doing,  you’ve  long  since 
passed  what  a doctorate  would  have  meant. 
But  we’ve  got  to  make  an  honest  woman 
of  you.  We’ll  give  you  a doctorate,  so  we 
can  call  you  ‘doctor’  legitimately.”  This 
was  the  first  of  25  honorary  doctorates 
Elion  received. 

Gertrude  Elion  once  stated:  “It’s  amaz- 
ing how  much  you  can  accomplish  when 
you  don’t  care  who  gets  the  credit.” 

To  commemorate  the  100th  anniversary 
of  Hank  Greenberg’s  birth,  the  Jewish- 
American  Hall  of  Fame  has  ordered 
just  331  (Greenberg’s  lifetime  total  of 
home  runs)  silver-plated  bronze  medals 
to  be  struck  with  the  inscription  HANK 
GREENBERG  CENTENNIAL  on  the 
edge.  In  addition,  each  medal  will  be 
individually  serial  numbered  on  the  edge, 
will  be  accompanied  by  a Certificate  of 
Authenticity,  and  will  come  in  a handsome 
gift  box. 

The  Hank  Greenberg  medal  was 
sculpted  by  Hal  Reed. 

Henry  Benjamin  Greenberg  was  bom 


In  2009,  the  Republic  of  Mali  issued  a 
commemorative  stamp  sheet  honoring 
Gertrude  Elion  and  her  life’s  work. 


in  New  York  City  on  January  1, 1911.  In 
1925,  the  14-year-old  Greenberg  was  a 
player  on  the  Washington  Avenue  Annex 
Settlement  House  baseball  team,  which 
won  the  Bronx  championship.  Years  later, 
Greenberg  won  a scholarship  to  New  York 
University,  but  he  quit  after  his  first  term  to 
play  baseball  full  time. 

Hank  joined  the  Detroit  Tigers  in  1933 
as  a first  baseman,  and  helped  them  win 
their  first  American  League  pennant  in  25 
years.  The  Tigers  were  champions  again 
the  following  year,  and  Hank  won  the 
American  League’s  Most  Valuable  Player 
award  by  a unanimous  vote  of  the  Base- 
ball Writers  Association.  He  won  it  again 
in  1 940  after  he  had  been  switched  to  left 
field. 

After  Hank  Greenberg  declined  to  play 
in  an  important  game  on  Yom  Kippur  in 
1934,  Edgar  Guest  published  a poem,  the 
last  lines  of  which  are:  “We  shall  miss  him 
on  the  infield  and  shall  miss  him  at  the  bat, 
but  he’s  true  to  his  religion  - and  I honor 
him  for  that,”  which  is  paraphrased  on  the 
medal’s  reverse. 


Continued  on  Page  45 
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The  Ten 
Commandments 

in  monumental  sculpture  and 
medals  of  Chaim  Gross 


By  Simcha  Kuritzky,  NLG 


The  Ten  Commandments 
(xnm  miz/y  Asara  Dabra- 
ya,  literally  “ten  words”) 
have  been  a popular  theme  in  art 
and  numismatics  for  over  a cen- 
tury. Usually  they  are  represented 
by  the  words  themselves  (often  in 
translation),  or  just  the  first  two 
words  of  each  commandment,  or 
just  the  first  word  or  letter. 

An  unusual  sculpture  and  set  of 
medals  interprets  the  command- 
ments visually.  These  were  de- 
signed by  Chaim  Gross,  funded  by 
Joseph  Myerhoff,  and  the  original 
sculpture  can  still  be  seen  today  at 
Kennedy  Airport  in  New  York. 


The  Artist 

Chaim  Gross  was  born  on  March 
17,  1904  in  Wolowa,  Galicia,  then 
part  of  the  Austria-Hungarian  Em- 
pire, but  is  now  the  town  of  Wolow 
in  southwest  Poland.  His  family 
were  Hasidic  Jews  and  his  father, 
Moses  Gross,  ran  a lumber  mill  in 
the  Carpathian  Mountains.  They 
later  moved  to  Slobodka  Lesnia 
and  again  to  the  city  of  Kolomyia, 
today  in  southwest  Ukraine,  just 
north  of  Romania. 

During  World  War  One,  the  city 
was  conquered  by  Czarist  Russian 
troops  who  brutalized  the  Jews.  Al- 

Continued 
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Medals  followed  installation 


Continued 

though  not  yet  a teenager,  Chaim 
was  pressed  into  service  with  the 
Austrian  Army  after  the  front  lines 
shifted  east.  He  escaped  in  1916 
and  made  his  way  to  Budapest 
where  he  apprenticed  with  a jew- 
eler. When  Hungary  went  Com- 
munist in  1919,  they  set  up  free 
schools  and  Chaim  studied  at  an 
art  academy. 

After  the  1920  revolution,  Chaim 
was  deported.  He  eventually  made 
his  way  to  New  York  City  to  join 
his  older  brother  (who  had  the 
good  fortune  to  come  to  the  U.S. 
just  as  the  war  began). 

New  York  was  a great  city  for  a 
budding  artist.  Chaim  studied  wa- 
ter color  and  clay  and  wood  sculpt- 
ing at  the  Beaux-Arts  Institute  of 
Design  from  1922-26.  He  held  his 
first  exhibition  in  1932,  and  was 
commissioned  by  the  Public  Works 
of  Art  project  of  the  Work  Projects 
Administration  (WPA)  to  beautify 
a number  of  federal  buildings. 

Gross  had  a long  and  fruit- 
ful career,  mostly  carving  styl- 
ized human  figures  in  wood  and 
stone.  In  the  1950s,  after  visiting 
Israel,  Chaim  produced  a number 
of  religious  sculptures,  including 
menorot  for  several  synagogues, 
and  plaques  representing  the  Ten 
Commandments  for  the  Inter- 
national Synagogue  at  Kennedy 
Airport  in  Queens.  He  won  many 
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Opposite  page:  The  Fourth  Command- 
ment, establishing  the  Sabbath,  in  the 
art  of  Chaim  Gross.  His  original  bronze 
plaque  is  part  of  a larger  installation 
from  1972  and  the  subsequent  medal 
was  issued  within  two  years  as  part  of  a 
full  set.  Above,  top,  the  First  Command- 
ment medal,  obverse;  with  the  common 
reverse  to  all  medals. 


awards  for  his  work;  the  Smith- 
sonian exhibited  his  art  in  1974. 
Chaim  Gross  died  on  May  5,  1991. 

The  Philanthropist 

Joseph  Meyerhoff  was  born 
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Sculpture  placed  at  JFK  Int’l 


At  right,  the  original  sculpture  of  the 
Ten  Commandments  by  Chaim  Gross  in  its 
first  installation  at  Kennedy  International 
Airport,  dedicated  in  1972.  Above,  the 
original  plaque  depicting  the  artist ’s  vision 
of  the  First  Commandment. 
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in  Pereshepyne,  now  in  eastern 
Ukraine  (then  part  of  the  Czarist 
Russian  Empire)  on  April  8,  1899. 
His  family  came  to  Baltimore 
when  he  was  seven  years  old.  He 
graduated  from  Baltimore  City 
College  and  later  earned  a law 
degree  at  the  University  of  Mary- 
land by  attending  night  school.  He 
started  working  in  law  but  soon 
moved  into  real  estate  where  he 
made  his  fortune. 

Meyerhoff  was  an  active  do- 
nor all  his  life.  In  1950,  he  and 
50  other  Jewish  leaders  met  with 
Israel  Prime  Minister  David  Ben 
Gurion  to  help  shore  up  the  shaky 
finances  of  the  new  state  founded 
just  two  years  earlier. 

The  United  Jewish  Appeal  had 
been  the  primary  source  of  funding 
for  the  Yishuv  (Jews  living  under 


the  British  Palestine  Mandate) 
since  1939,  but  the  State  of  Israel’s 
financial  needs  were  too  great  to 
rely  on  small  donations.  The  group 
convinced  Ben  Gurion  to  issue 
bonds  and  he  created  the  American 
Finance  and  Development  Corpo- 
ration for  Israel  for  that  purpose, 
the  first  time  the  Yishuv  raised 
funds  by  borrowing.  The  decision 
proved  prescient.  Israel  Bonds 
have  been  a great  success  for  both 
the  State  and  bondholders. 

Meyerhoff  was  also  president  of 
the  Baltimore  Symphony  Orches- 
tra from  1965  to  1983.  In  1982 
its  current  home  was  opened  as 
the  Joseph  Meyerhoff  Symphony 
Hall.  Meyerhoff  also  endowed  the 
Peabody  Institute  (Johns  Hopkins 
University’s  music  conservatory) 
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Medals  followed  in  1973  or  1974 


The  Second  Commandment  prohibits  the  worship  of  graven  images,  with  the  image  of  the 
Golden  calf  attacked  by  spiked  hammers.  The  original  plaque  at  left  with  the  silver  medal 
at  right.  The  original  plaques  were  about  one  meter  wide,  the  medals  are  51  millimeters. 
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as  well  as  the  Baltimore  Museum 
of  Art,  which  has  a Joseph  and 
Rebecca  Meyerhoff  Auditorium. 
Meyerhoff  also  helped  finance  the 
United  States  Holocaust  Memorial 
Museum  on  Fifteenth  Street  (Raoul 
Wallenberg  Place)  in  southwest 
Washington,  DC. 

Joseph  Meyerhoff  died  on  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1985,  but  his  Meyerhoff 
Family  Charitable  Funds  continues 
to  give  in  his  name  to  educational 
institutions  and  the  arts  in  Mary- 
land, throughout  the  United  States, 
and  Israel.  Among  the  many  proj- 
ects that  the  foundation  has  funded 
is  a sculpture  by  Chaim  Gross  of 
the  Ten  Commandments  at  JFK 
Airport,  which  also  was  issued  as  a 
set  of  medals. 

The  Airport 

New  York’s  Idlewild  Airport  was 
one  of  the  busiest  in  the  world. 

The  Catholic  Diocese  of  Brooklyn 
opened  up  a chapel  there  in  the 


late  1950s  called  Our  Lady  of  the 
Skies.  The  chapel  was  demolished 
in  1965  when  the  airport  expanded, 
but  it  was  replaced  the  next  year 
with  the  Tri-Faith  Chapel  Plaza, 
alongside  a Protestant  chapel  and 
a synagogue.  (In  what  passed  for 
diversity  back  then,  only  three  of 
America’s  many  religions  were 
officially  acknowledged).  The  New 
York  Board  of  Rabbis  dedicated 
the  International  Synagogue  at 
what  was  now  called  the  John  F. 
Kennedy  International  Airport  in 
1967. 

In  1970,  the  Joseph  Meyerhoff 
foundation  commissioned  Chaim 
Gross  to  produce  panels  repre- 
senting the  Ten  Commandments 
to  decorate  the  synagogue  bimah. 
These  were  dedicated  in  1972. 

Each  bronze  panel  contains  a He- 
brew letter  (used  as  the  numerals 
1 through  10)  and  a semi-abstract 
representation  of  the  particular 
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Hand  of  God  figures  strongly 
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The  Third  Commandment  prohibits  defaming  God,  which  Gross  interprets  as  adopting 
an  untrue  image  of  the  Almighty.  The  Torah  scroll  represents  God’s  Name,  while  God’s 
pointing  finger  represents  the  revelation  of  God’s  truth  in  the  affairs  of  humanity. 


Continued 

commandment.  Miniature  versions 
attached  to  walnut  tablets  with  a 
spring-loaded  catch  that  fits  into 
a groove  in  the  inside  rim  of  the 
bar  were  also  commissioned  by 
the  Judaic  Heritage  Society  (JHS) 
for  sale  to  the  public  for  $650. 

The  10  32x47  millimeter  irregu- 
larly shaped  bars  are  pure  silver 
plated  in  rhodium  and  platinum 
with  24-karat  gold  highlights.  The 
bars  weigh  between  1.05  and  1.17 
Troy  ounces,  and  are  attached  to 
the  wooden  base.  A total  of  5735 
sets  (referring  to  the  Jewish  year 
of  issue,  which  was  September  17, 
1974  - September  5,  1975)  were 
made. 

Because  of  their  unique  design, 
these  are  the  only  JHS  med- 
als shown  by  Archie  Kidd  in  his 
Indexed  Guide  Book  of  Silver  Art 
Bars  (fourth  edition). 


The  airport  expanded  again  in 
1988  and  the  chapels  were  tempo- 
rarily relocated  to  the  International 
Arrivals  Building.  In  May  2001 
this  building  was  closed  and  the 
chapels  moved  to  the  new  Termi- 
nal 4,  where  they  are  today. 

Along  with  the  synagogue,  Prot- 
estant, and  Catholic  chapels  is  a 
masjid  (mosque)  and  a meditation 
room  that  can  be  used  by  mem- 
bers of  any  faith.  The  synagogue 
is  located  in  the  same  terminal 
as  El  Al,  Israel’s  national  airline, 
and  holds  daily  services.  The  Ten 
Commandments  plaques  are  now 
located  along  the  top  of  the  side 
walls  of  the  synagogue.  Several 
AINA  tour  group  members  viewed 
these  plaques  on  their  way  to  Israel 
in  October  2008. 

The  Sculpture  and  Medals 

A book  describing  the  Ten  Com- 
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Spare,  powerful  images  in  metal 


The  Fifth  Commandment  requires  honoring  one  s parents.  The  figure  at  bottom  right  is 
the  child,  offering  flowers  to  the  father  and  mother.  The  dove,  a symbol  of  love,  is  behind. 


Continued 

mandments  sculpture  was  printed 
in  August  1973  with  commentary 
by  Rabbi  Israel  Mowshowitz, 
which  is  an  invaluable  aid  in  inter- 
preting the  artwork.  These  medals 
were  probably  minted  in  1973  or 
1974,  a time  of  a minor  boom  in 
medallic  art  thanks  to  rising  silver 
prices.  Each  medal  is  51  mm  in 
diameter  and  contains  around  9 1 
grams  of  silver  (almost  2.7  Troy 
ounces  of  pure  silver).  The  edge  is 
marked  charter  edition  .925  ster- 
ling METAL  ARTS  CO. 

The  book  was  presented  by  the 
Judaic  Heritage  Society,  which 
sponsored  a number  of  medals 
from  the  Franklin  Mint.  Metal  Arts 
Company  still  exists  in  Rochester, 
New  York  but  stopped  striking 
medals  in  2004.  They  now  restrict 
their  work  to  polishing  and  plating. 
This  article  includes  a description 
of  each  medal  along  with  a photo 


of  the  original  plaque.  Each  medal 
has  a similar  reverse.  At  top  center 
is  a Hebrew  letter  n heh,  which 
stands  for  awn  HaShem,  the  Name 
of  God,  in  a sunburst  frame  that 
represents  light  and  truth  radiating 
out  from  God.  This  figure  was  on 
the  doors  of  the  original  Ark  but 
is  not  in  the  new  synagogue.  At 
center  is  Chaim  Gross’  signature. 

At  top  is  the  legend  the  ten  com- 
mandments and  at  the  bottom  is  the 
inscription  identifying  the  number 
of  the  commandment  on  the  ob- 
verse. 

The  First  Commandment,  by  the 
Jewish  and  some  Protestant  de- 
nominations’ reckoning,  is  “I  am 
the  Lord  your  God  who  brought 
you  forth  from  Egypt.  You  will 
have  no  other  gods.” 

God  is  represented  by  the  all- 
seeing  eye  at  top  left,  and  Egypt 
by  the  pyramid  near  the  center  and 
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A-BOMB  USED  AS  SYMBOL  OF  MURDER 


The  Sixth  Commandment  prohibits  murder.  The  Talmud  states  that  murdering  one  person 
is  like  murdering  a world;  the  artist  elected  to  use  the  image  of  a nuclear  weapon ’s  mush- 
room cloud  to  represent  murder  on  a scale  both  singular  and  multitudinal. 
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broken  staff  beneath  it.  A large  let- 
ter X alef  stands  for  the  numeral  1 . 
Below  the  pyramid  are  the  Israel- 
ites, being  crushed  by  servitude  in 
Egypt  and  helped  by  the  beneficial 
rays  emanating  from  the  Eye  of 
God,  while  the  flames  at  right  rep- 
resent the  purifying  power  of  the 
Word  of  God. 

The  Second  Commandment  pro- 
hibits worshipping  graven  images. 
In  the  center  is  the  Golden  calf  be- 
ing attacked  by  pick  hammers.  Be- 
low that  is  the  snake  as  a symbol 
of  subversion,  linking  idolatry  with 
adultery  (a  theme  popular  with  Is- 
rael’s prophets).  At  top  right  is  the 
letter  2 beyt,  which  is  2.  Below  the 
beyt  is  a dove,  symbol  of  fidelity, 
which  faces  the  opposite  direction 
of  the  calf  and  snake. 

The  Third  Commandment  pro- 
hibits defaming  God,  which  Gross 
interprets  as  adopting  an  untrue 


image  of  the  Almighty.  The  Torah 
scroll  represents  God’s  Name, 
while  God’s  pointing  finger  repre- 
sents the  revelation  of  God’s  truth 
in  the  affairs  of  humanity.  Above 
is  a bird  with  outstretched  wings, 
raising  the  viewers  gaze  heaven- 
ward. At  top  right  is  } gimel,  which 
is  3. 

The  Fourth  Commandment 
establishes  the  Sabbath.  At  bottom 
right  is  a table  with  two  candles. 
The  rabbis  created  the  tradition  of 
lighting  two  candles  to  inaugurate 
the  Sabbath  and  provide  light  dur- 
ing the  evening  when  it  is  prohib- 
ited to  light  new  fires.  The  figures 
at  left  are  angels  facing  each  other. 
According  to  legend,  the  one  fac- 
ing the  candles  is  a good  angel 
who  blesses  the  observant  family, 
and  the  angel  facing  away  from 
the  candles  is  an  evil  angel  who  is 
forced  to  say  “Amen.”  If  the  fam- 
ily were  not  properly  observing  the 
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Hebrew  letters  key  in  designs 


The  Seventh  Commandment  prohibits  adultery.  The  faint  lines  in  the  background  repre- 
sent the  outline  of  a nest  or  house.  These  two  birds  are  mated  to  others. 
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Sabbath,  the  angels’  roles  would 
be  reversed.  At  top  right  is  7 dalet, 
which  represents  the  number  4. 

The  Fifth  Commandment  re- 
quires honoring  one’s  parents. 

The  figure  at  bottom  right  is  the 
child,  offering  flowers  and  bowing 
before  the  two  figures  at  the  left 
which  are  the  father  and  mother. 
The  dove,  a symbol  of  love,  rests 
behind  the  parents.  At  top  right  is  n 
heh,  here  representing  the  number 
5. 

The  Sixth  Commandment  pro- 
hibits murder.  The  Talmud  says 
that  murdering  one  person  is  like 
murdering  a world,  so  Gross  chose 
to  represent  murder  with  the  mush- 
room cloud  of  an  atom  bomb,  the 
greatest  killing  machine  human- 
ity has  devised,  indiscriminately 
destroying  the  innocent  with  the 
guilty.  At  the  center  right  is  1 vov, 
here  representing  the  number  6. 


The  Seventh  Commandment 
prohibits  adultery.  The  faint  lines 
in  the  background  represent  the 
outline  of  a house.  Many  birds  are 
naturally  monogamous.  These  two 
birds  are  mated  to  others.  As  a po- 
tentially adulterous  couple  they  are 
both  attracted  to  each  other  (note 
their  heads  and  necks  form  a heart 
shape)  but  also  held  apart  by  their 
feelings  for  their  mates.  Wings, 
representing  angels  and  resistance 
to  temptation,  separate  their  heads. 
At  the  far  top  right  is  T zayin,  here 
representing  the  number  7. 

The  Eighth  Commandment 
prohibits  theft.  The  hand  in  the 
center  is  that  of  a thief,  while  the 
hand  grappling  with  it  from  the  left 
is  the  hand  of  justice.  The  stolen 
coins  drop  from  the  thief’s  hand, 
showing  that  dishonest  gains  are 
ephemeral. 

At  the  center  right  is  n khet,  here 
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The  raised  hand  leaves  no  doubt 


The  Eighth  and  Ninth  Com- 
mandments in  medallic  form, 
left  to  right.  The  Eighth  pro- 
hibits theft;  the  Ninth  prohibits 
perjury. 


Continued 

representing  the  number  8. 

The  Ninth  Commandment  pro- 
hibits perjury.  Along  the  bottom 
is  a book  representing  Torah  and 
truth.  The  flames  which  come  from 
it  dispel  the  darkness  of  ignorance. 
The  Hebrew  letter  and  book  to- 
gether form  an  oil  lamp,  also  a 
symbol  of  truth. 

The  powerful  hand  in  the  fore- 
front fends  off  lies  and  demon- 
strates the  power  of  truth.  At  the 
center  right  is  to  tet,  here  represent- 
ing the  number  9. 

The  Tenth  Commandment  pro- 


hibits coveting.  If  we  see  some- 
thing we  want,  we  might  covet 
it,  so  this  commandment  is  repre- 
sented by  a hand  covering  a huge 
eye.  Assisting  the  hand  is  an  angel 
in  bird  form,  whose  wings  block 
the  eye.  The  angel’s  eye  is  wide 
open  because  it  cannot  sin.  At  top 
right  is  *>  yod,  here  representing  the 
number  10. 

Meyerhoff’s  largesse  allowed 
Gross’s  artistic  genius  to  grace 
the  walls  of  the  JFK  Airport  syna- 
gogue. If  you  are  one  of  the  lucky 
few,  you  can  even  own  a medal 
based  on  this  artwork,  raj 


Divine  laws  given  for  all  humanity 


Photograph  by  Walter  J.  Russell; 
Photograph  courtesy  The  Renee  and 
Chaim  Gross  Foundation,  New  York 
Above,  sculptor  Chaim  Gross  in  his  studio 
with  full-scale  models  of  the  Seventh  Com- 
mandment plaque  (at  left  in  the  photo),  and 
at  right,  the  Fifth  Commandment  plaque. 


Above  and  at  left;  The  Tenth  Com- 
mandment prohibits  coveting.  If 
we  see  something  we  want,  we 
might  covet  it,  so  this  Command- 
ment is  represented  by  a hand 
covering  a huge  eye.  Assisting 
the  hand  is  an  angel  in  bird  form, 
whose  wings  block  the  eye. 
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The 

Day 


Best 

Ever 


A Year  1 quarter  shekel  of  the  First  Revolt  with  a Temple  vessel  on  the  obverse  and  a stem  with 
three  pomegranates  on  the  reverse.  The  reverse  carries  the  inscription  “Jerusalem  is  Holy”  and 
the  coin  was  declared  in  the  Bromberg  auction  catalogue  to  be  “the  second  and finest  known  exam- 
ple. ” This  quarter  shekel  had  a pre-auction  estimate  of  $100,000  to  $150,000.  Sold  for  $253,000. 

Fora  collector,  chance  couldn  ’t  be  any  sweeter 

By  Stephan  Fregger 


Ira  Goldberg’s  fine  article  in 
the  Nov-Dee  2010  issue  of  The 
Shekel  (“The  Sale  of  the  Century”) 
brought  back  special  memories  for 
me.  The  article  told  about  two  lumi- 
naries in  Judaic  numismatics,  Leo 
Mildenberg  and  Abraham  Brom- 
berg, and  about  how  Ira  came  to 
conduct  the  greatest  sale  of  Judaean 
coins  ever  held  - The  Bromberg 
Collection  of  Jewish  Coins. 

Coin  collectors  love  to  recount 
their  own  “fish  stories”  of  luck  or 
loss.  We  all  have  some,  such  as  “the 
best  bargain  I ever  bought,”  or  “the 


coin  that  got  away”  due  to  an  over- 
bid at  an  auction,  etc.  However,  my 
stroke  of  unbelievable  good  luck 
involves  the  Bromberg  Collection. 

Early  in  1991,  my  wife  and  I 
planned  our  first  vacation  trip  from 
Florida  to  California.  Since  we 
would  be  driving  through  much  of 
the  State,  from  Sacramento  to  San 
Diego,  I hoped  to  be  able  to  see 
several  of  the  California  coin  deal- 
ers that  I had  dealt  with  through  the 
mail  for  several  years. 

Ira  Goldberg,  and  his  Superior 
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Abraham  Bromberg  in  a portrait  from  the  1991 
Part  1 auction  conducted  by  Superior  Galleries. 
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Galleries  of  Beverly  Hills  were  at 
the  top  of  my  list.  I had  first  dealt 
with  Ira  in  the  1970s,  when  his  firm 
was  called  Superior  Stamp  and 
Coin  Company.  I once  purchased 
a Very  Fine  Shekel  of  Tyre  (the  30 
pieces  of  silver  type)  from  him  for 
$65  back  then  - and  it  was  the  most 
I had  ever  spent  for  a coin!  (Ah,  we 
will  never  see  those  days  again! !) 

Subsequently,  in  the  1980s  I saw 
Ira  in  Florida  every  January,  when 
he  used  to  attend  the  Florida  United 
Numismatics  (FUN)  Show  in  Or- 
lando. He  always  had  some  specials 
for  me  - coins  and  stories  about 
coins.  I looked  forward  to  seeing 
Ira  and  Superior  when  I arrived  in 
Los  Angeles.  I had  a mental  “want 
list”  of  coins  I would  be  interested 
in  buying. 

It  was  close  to  noon  when  we  ar- 
rived at  the  Superior  building,  and 


A Year  1 tetradrachm  of  the  Bar  Kochba  Revolt 
portrays  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem  with  the 
Ark  of  the  Covenant,  in  chest  form,  within  the 
Temple  interior.  The  letters  surrounding  the 
Temple  translate  into  English  as  JERUSALEM. 

it  really  was  “superior”  in  every 
way,  a magnificent  gallery.  By 
1991,  the  company  had  been  pur- 
chased by  sports  mogul  and  ancient 
coin  dealer  Bruce  McNall,  but  it 
was  still  operated  by  Ira. 

We  were  greeted  by  a recep- 
tionist, who  asked  if  she 
could  help.  I asked  if  Ira  was  in. 

She  apologized;  Ira  was  out  of  the 
country  and  would  not  return  until 
the  next  day.  Drat! ! I told  her  that  I 
would  like  to  look  around  the  store 
at  the  coin  cabinets,  but  I immedi- 
ately noticed  that  there  were  almost 
no  coins  on  display!  The  reception- 
ist again  apologized,  explaining 
that  all  the  coins  had  been  taken 
over  to  the  Long  Beach  Coin  Show, 
which  was  being  held  that  weekend. 
Double  Drat!  So  we  continued  to 
browse  the  store  for  a few  minutes, 
finding  not  much  of  interest  except 
some  framed  signed  sports  jerseys 
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Chance  encounter  rewarding 


Continued 

and  baseball  cards.  I was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  gallery;  my  coin 
shopping  plans  had  been  dashed.  At 
that  moment  I looked  up  to  see  Ira 
walking  in  the  front  door,  carrying 
an  attache  case. 

“Ira,  I thought  you  were  out  of  the 
country,”  I said  as  I shook  his  hand. 

He  replied  that  he  was  out  of  the 
country,  and  that  had  just  returned. 

Then  Ira  looked  me  in  the  eye  and 
asked  “Are  you  a collector  of  Jew- 
ish coins?”  I replied  that  I liked  to 
think  that  I was,  though  my  funds 
were  limited.  Then  he  said  “Save 
your  money.” 

Save  my  money?  What  did  he 
mean?  Jewish  coins  were  going  out 
of  style?  My  collection  was  becom- 
ing worthless? 

Ira  explained.  Holding  up  the 
attache  case,  he  said  he  had  just 
returned  from  Switzerland  with  the 
world’s  finest  collection  of  Jewish 
coins  - the  famed  Bromberg  Col- 
lection. So,  he  repeated,  “Save  your 
money.  The  collection  is  going  to 
auction  in  December.  In  fact,  it  is 
so  large  and  valuable,  that  I have  to 
sell  it  in  two  parts.  Part  1 will  go  to 
auction  this  December,  and  Part  2 
will  sell  the  following  December.” 

At  that  point  I was  not  only 
impressed  by  the  collection  that  he 
held  in  the  case,  but  I also  was  in- 
credulous that  he  had  nonchalantly 
carried  the  multi-million  dollar  trea- 


sure all  the  way  back  from  Switzer- 
land on  his  lap  on  the  airplane  in 
the  case  he  held  in  his  hand! 

Over  the  next  few  minutes,  he 
told  me  some  very  interesting 
things  about  the  collection.  Abra- 
ham Bromberg  was  from  Rome,  but 
for  tax  purposes,  he  had  kept  the 
collection  in  Zurich,  Switzerland. 

Bromberg’s  mentors  and  advisors 
in  assembling  the  collection  were 
two  of  the  icons  in  Judaic  coins: 
Mildenberg  and  Meshorer. 

Mildenberg,  of  Zurich, 
wrote  the  renowned  corpus  The 
Coinage  of  the  Bar  Kokhba  War ; 
Ya’akov  Meshorer,  of  Jerusalem, 
wrote  the  seminal  Jewish  Coins  of 
the  Second  Temple  Period.  They 
advised  him  in  purchasing  the  best 
available  coin  specimens.  At  the 
same  time,  they  cited  and  pictured 
his  finest  coins  in  their  research 
catalogs. 

Then,  Ira  told  me  the  most  amaz- 
ing story  about  Bromberg  and  the 
collection.  In  the  late  1980s,  as 
Bromberg  was  advancing  in  years, 
he  thought  of  how  to  pass  the  col- 
lection to  future  Jewish  generations. 

Bromberg’s  hope  was  to  donate 
the  entire  collection,  intact,  to  the 
Israel  Museum  in  Jerusalem.  When 
he  offered  it  to  the  museum,  their 
response  seemed  almost  a textbook 
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EXTRAORDINARY  COINS  IN  COLLECTION 


Continued 

definition  of  “chutzpah.”  In  es- 
sence, they  said  “Thanks,  but  no 
thanks.”  What  they  said  was  that 
they  already  had  more  coins  than 
they  could  ever  display.  And  they 
had  a suggestion. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  were 
some  irreplaceable  Jewish  heritage 
antiquities  that  were  coming  on  the 
market  that  they  had  to  buy  now,  or 
the  pieces  would  be  forever  lost  to 
the  Jewish  People. 

They  proposed  that  Bromberg 
sell  the  whole  collection  at  auc- 
tion. They  would  bid  on  some  of 
the  coins  that  they  needed  for  their 
collection,  but  the  remainder  of  the 
proceeds  would  be  used  to  purchase 
the  irreplaceable  antiquities. 

To  his  eternal  credit,  Bromberg 
agreed  to  the  deal!  Ira  and  Superior 
were  called  in  and  the  two  auctions 
were  highly  successful.  I bid  on  a 
number  of  the  lots,  and  was  for- 
tunate to  win  six  of  the  Bromberg 
coins.  The  626  lots  of  the  collection 
sale  yielded  more  than  three  million 
dollars. 

Now,  for  the  rest  of  the  story. 

Ira  then  asked  me  if  I would  like 
to  see  the  collection.  I stammered 
“Yes,”  like  a school  boy. 

Ira  called  over  his  associate,  Dr. 
Paul  Rynearson,  and  asked  him  to 
take  us  into  the  McNall  Library  to 
look  at  the  coins.  Over  the  next  sev- 
eral minutes,  Rynearson  (who  sub- 


Lot  No.  56  in  the  Abraham  Bromberg  collection 
auction  Part  I:  A Prototype  silver  shekel,  13.34 
grams,  dated  Year  1,  66  C.E.  Obverse  with  Tem- 
ple vessel  with  pearl  on  either  side,  surrounded 
by  dots;  above,  the  date.  The  first  coin  type  of 
the  Jewish  War.  By  issuing  their  own  coinage, 
the  Jews  were  declaring  their  own  freedom,  and 
war  on  the  Romans.  The  Pre-auction  estimate: 
$150,0004200,000.  Sold  for  $242,000. 

sequently  prepared  the  Bromberg 
catalogs  and  wrote  the  descriptions) 
showed  my  wife  and  me  some  of 
the  collection  highlights  and  let 
me  hold  them  as  he  explained  their 
historical  backgrounds 

Yes,  I held  in  my  hand  the  Lot 
No.  56  prototype  Year  1 silver  shek- 
el of  the  First  Revolt,  seen  above 
and  shown  also  in  Ira’s  article,  and 
I was  the  first  person  in  this  country 
to  do  so! 

Rynearson’s  catalog  description 
of  the  coin  noted  the  following: 

“This  experimental  issue,  of 
which  only  two  exist,  was  not 
known  until  1970  when  the  other 
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Bromberg  set  standards  for  all 


Continued 

example,  now 
permanently 
housed  in  the 
Israel  Museum, 
was  discovered. 

Scholars  were 
in  disbelief  of 
its  validity,  as 
it  was  indeed 
so  significantly 
different  from 
the  regular  Year 
One  shekels. 


A Year  1 ( 132/2  C.E.)  silver  denarius  portrays  a triform  grape  bunch  on  the 
obverse  with  a vine  leaf  hanging  from  a branch;  the  inscription  is  YEAR  ONE 
OF  THE  REDEMPTION  OF  ISRAEL.  The  reverse  depicts  a one-handled  jug  with  a 
palm  branch  to  the  right  and  an  inscription  ELEAZAR  THE  PRIEST.  Considered 
“very  rare  and  of prime  importance  to  any  advanced  collection  of  Bar  Kokhba 
After  subjec-  coinage.  ” In  Extremely  Fine  condition,  with  a pre-auction  estimate  price  of 

tion  to  elaborate  $25,000  to  $30,000.  Sold for  $44,000. 

testing,  the 

experimental  issue  is  now  uncon- 
ditionally accepted  as  being  one,  if 
not  the  most  significant  rarity  in  the 
entire  Jewish  series.” 


This  coin  was  Abraham  Bromberg’s  favorite 
of  the  collection.  The  obverse,  top,  depicts  a 
palm  tree  with  seven  branches  flanked  by  two 
baskets  of  dates.  He  considered  this  design  to 
the  “the  most  beautifully  composed  coin  type 
of  the  entire  Jewish  series  (and)  might  well 
have  proved  the  inspiration  for  the  Roman 
series  of  Judaea  Capta  issues.  ” 


The  coin  was  estimated  to  sell  at 
$150,000  - $200,000.  It  exceeded 
that,  selling  for  $242,000. 

I am  sure  that  many  of  my  readers 
have  their  own  good  luck  stories, 
but  I doubt  that  any  can  top  the 
story  of  my  extraordinary  luck  20 
years  ago  on  that  Beverly  Hills  day 
in  1991.  roj 

Steve  Fregger  is  a professional 
engineer  and  part  of  the  Gator  Na- 
tion. He  has  been  a collector  of  an- 
cient Jewish  coins  for  more  than  40 
years.  He  is  the  recipient  of  the  Ben 
& Sylvia  Odesser  Memorial  Award 
(2009)  For  Outstanding  Contribu- 
tions in  Judaic  Numismatics. 
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Greenberg  a star  for  Detroit 


As  the  first  Jewish  baseball 
star,  Hank  Greenberg  had  to 
handle  racial  slurs  from  fans 
and  opponents  alike.  Birdie 
Tebbetts,  a Detroit  teammate  of 
Greenberg’s  for  seven  seasons, 
recalled  that,  “There  was  nobody 
in  the  history  of  the  game  who 
took  more  abuse  than  Greenberg,  unless  it  was  Jackie 
Robinson.” 

Hank  came  close  to  Babe  Ruth’s  fabled  record  of  60 
home  runs,  when  he  hit  58  in  1938.  However,  Green- 
berg did  set  another  significant  major  league  mark  that 
year  when  he  slammed  two  homers  per  game  eleven 
times. 

At  the  peak  of  his  career,  in  1941,  Hank  Greenberg 
was  inducted  into  the  US  Army,  saying  “I  never  asked 
for  a deferment.  I made  up  my  mind  to  go  when  I was 
called.”  Greenberg  was  also  the  first  major  leaguer  to 
reenlist  in  the  military  following  the  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor.  Rejoining  the  Tigers  after  his  discharge  on  Top.  The  Hank  Greenberg  j 00th 

June  14,  1945,  in  the  heat  of  a pennant  race,  Hank  anniversary  medal  issued  by  the 

hit  a home  run  in  his  first  game  back,  and  blasted  his  Jewish  American  Hall  of  Fame. 
famous  grand  slam  home  run  in  the  last  inning  of  the  Above,  a 1941  baseball  card  pays 
final  game  of  the  season.  The  man  that  Joe  DiMaggio  tribute  to  the  first  professional 
called  “one  of  the  truly  great  hitters,”  was  elected  to  Jewish  baseball  player  elected  to 
the  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame  in  1956.  rai  the  Ha//  °f  Fame. 


Continued  from  Page  29 


Two  new  medals  issued  by  the 
Jewish- American  Hall  of  Fame 
with  very  low  mintages  offered  at  special 
discounted  prices  for  AINA  members! 

GERTRUDE  ELION  - Mintages:  250  bronze,  150  silver-plated 
bronze,  35  gold-plated  bronze  serial  numbered  medals.  High  relief 
2-inch  medal  sculpted  by  Daniel  Altshuler.  Reduced  cost  to  AINA 
members:  Bronze  $29.50  (regularly  $35),  Silver-plated  Bronze  $65 
(reg.  $85),  Gold-plated  Bronze  $95  (reg.  $125) 

HANK  GREENBURG  - Only  331  issued;  high  relief  2-inch  medal 
sculpted  by  Hal  Reed.  Reduced  cost  to  AINA  members:  Silver- 
plated  Bronze  only  $50  (regularly  $75). 


To  order,  mail  check  to  the  non-profit  Jewish-American  Hall  of  Fame,  5189  Jeffdale 
Ave.,  Woodland  Hills,  CA  91364  or  call  818-225-1348 for  credit  card  orders. 
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Profile  of  a Physician 


Morton 
Brookler  was 
born  in  1934 
in  Winnepeg, 

Manitoba, 

Canada.  Hav- 
ing grown 
up  in  Win- 
nepeg, Mor- 
ton received 
his  primary 
education 
there  as  well 
as  his  Medical 
Degree.  He  married  his  high  school 
sweetheart  Razy  and  they  have  now 
been  married  for  55  years.  They 
have  three  children,  two  living  in 
Southern  California  and  one  living 
in  Nevada. 

Morton  continued  his  medical  edu- 
cation with  a Fellowship  in  Internal 
Medicine  and  Rheumatology  at  the 
Mayo  Clinic  in  Rochester,  Minneso- 
ta from  1959  to  1963.  After  the  fam- 
ily moved  to  Downey  in  Southern 
California,  Morton  began  to  practice 
with  a multi-specialty  group  for 
almost  thirty  years.  During  that  time, 
he  was  also  involved  with  a teach- 
ing position  as  Clinical  Professor  of 
Medicine,  specifically  Rheumatol- 
ogy, at  Rancho  Los  Amigos  - USC 
Medical  Center.  While  working 
those  many  years  at  Downey  Com- 
munity Hospital,  Morton  says  he 
was  fortunate  to  have  been  elected 
Chief  of  Medicine  and  later  elected 
as  Chief  of  Staff.  An  even  greater 
personal  accomplishment  was  when 


he  was  elected 
as  President 
of  the  South- 
ern California 
Rheumatism 
Society  of 
Los  Angeles. 
Being  board 
certified  in 
both  internal 
medicine  as 
well  as  rheu- 
matology, 
has  allowed 
Morton  to  be  a Fellow  of  the  Ameri- 
can College  of  Physicians  (FACP) 
as  well  as  the  American  College  of 
Rheumatology  (FACR). 

Upon  retirement  in  1992,  Mor- 
ton and  Razy  moved  to  Ashland, 
Oregon.  In  Morton’s  own  words, 
“Ashland  and  Southern  Oregon 
University  has  provided  me  with 
many  diverse  educational  and  musi- 
cal programs.”  Morton  also  become 
very  active  in  several  organizations, 
the  Masonic  Lodge  being  one  of 
them,  where  in  2003,  he  was  given 
the  honor  of  being  elected  as  Mas- 
ter of  the  Lodge.  He  has  also  been 
a regular  volunteer  for  the  Oregon 
Shakespeare  Festival  for  a number 
of  years.  He  continues  to  enhance 
and  expand  his  Jewish  heritage  by 
attending  various  educational  func- 
tions at  the  three  area  Synagogues  in 
Ashland,  Jewish  Renewal,  Reform 
and  Chabad.  In  addition  to  all  this, 
Morton  finds  time  to  do  physical 
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Morton  Brookler:  40 

Continued 

exercise  on  a regular  basis  as  well 
as  exercising  his  mind.  “Keeps  my 
body  and  brain  in  pretty  good  shape. 

“My  AINA  membership  has  al- 
lowed me  to  accumulate  a wonderful 
collection  of  Israeli  coins  as  well  as 
giving  me  years  of  enjoyment  by 
reading  The  Shekel .” 

Morton  finds  it  unbelievable  that 
he  has  been  an  AINA  member  for 
more  than  40  years  and  wonders 
where  and  how  that  length  of  time 
has  passed  so  fast.  Since  his  re- 
tirement and  subsequent  move  to 
Ashland,  Morton  has  not  actively 
continued  his  collecting  hobby  but 
admits  that  it  is  a personal  privilege 


year  member  AINA 

to  own  a rather  nice  collection  of 
Israel  coins  as  well  as  knowing  that 
being  a collector  of  Israel  coinage 
is  certainly  a benefit  to  the  State  of 
Israel. 

Morton  was  one  of  two  long- 
standing AIN  A members  who  was 
afforded  a complimentary  Life 
Membership  in  AINA  this  year  for 
being  a continuous  paid-up  member 
for  more  than  40  years  and  bearing 
a membership  number  under  100.  In 
closing,  Morton  wishes  to  extend  his 
personal  gratitude  and  many  thanks 
to  the  AINA  Board  of  Directors  for 
this  very  special  recognition  and 
honor. 

Written  by  Donna  J.  Sims , NLG 


Collector's 

Query: 

In  1945  S.A.  Pagani  of  Milano  (Italy) 
coined  a medal  to  commemorate  the 
defeat  of  Nazi-Fascism.  The  obverse 
shows  a Menorah  with  the  Hebrew 
inscription  “Israel”  and  the  Latin  words 
“Numquam  Extinguetur”  (It  will  never 
be  extinguished).  The  reverse  side  shows 
a lighting  hitting  an  ax  with  a swastika 
and  the  Latin  words  “Sequitur  superbos 
ultor  a tergo  deus”  (A  revenging  god  goes 
after  the  haughty).  The  sentence  is  taken 
from  Lucius  Anneus  Seneca  in  Herculer 
Furens , 385  C.E.  I would  like  to  find  out 
who  commissioned  this  medal.  Sincerely. 
Donato  Grosser;  phone:  (212)  661-0435; 
or  by  e-mail:  d@grosserconsulting 
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Join  AINA  Today! 


If  you  like  Ancient  Judaean  coins,  the  coins  & medals  of  modern 
Israel,  Judaic  coins  & medals,  and  Jewish  history  ... 

You  will  love  reading  the  entertaining  and  informative  articles  in 

^ THE 


SH£k€l 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ISRAEL  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
RECEIVE  6 BIMONTHLY  ISSUES  OF  THE  FULL  COLOR  SHEKEL  MAGAZINE, 
PLUS  A FREE  ANNUAL  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDAL 


Mail  to:  AINA,  PO  Box  20255,  Fountain  Hills,  A Z 85269,  USA 
or  call  in  your  credit  card  info  to  (818)  225-1348 
or  email  your  name,  address  and  credit  card  information  to: 

ainapresident@gmail.com 


Name Street 

City State Zip 

Country email  _ 


I want  to  join  AINA  and  receive  The  Shekel  magazine  for  a full  year: 

$25  USA/Canada/lsrael  _$48  (USA,  Canada  or  Israel) 

$35  (Other  countries)  $67  (2  yrs  other  countries)  $1  OJumor  age  10  19 

after  FREE  first  year 

_$500 (Life  Member)  Check  is  enclosed  payable  to  AINA  or  charge: 


_ Visa  _MC  No. Exp 

For  gifts,  please  list  recipients  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper. 

For  juniors,  please  indicate  age. 

To  learn  more  about  AINA,  visit  our  web  site  at  www.theshekel.org. 
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